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Context (1) 
 • EBVM less widely used than Evidence-

based Medicine 
• different client/patient relationship 
• different funding models 
• fewer studies 
• different availability of resources 

• no National Health Service 
• no veterinary equivalent of PubMed 

• There needs to be more evidence! 



 
 

Context (2) 
 • EBVM is developing 

• Evidenced-Based Veterinary Medicine 
Association (EBVMA) in North America, 
established in 2004 

• Centre for Evidence-based Veterinary Medicine 
(CEVM), University of Nottingham in the UK, 
established in 2009 

• RCVS Knowledge engaged the veterinary 
profession in the UK in 2013 

• EBVM learning Consortium established in 2015 
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What does EBVM Learning do? 
 • Provides open-source learning 

• Aligns with existing resources                                             
• Builds a community of practice 



Five steps of EBVM 
 • 1. ASK                              

(a specific question) 
• 2. ACQUIRE                      

(the evidence) 
• 3. APPRAISE                  

(its quality) 
• 4. APPLY                         

(to practice)  
• 5. ASSESS                              

(on clinical outcomes) 
 



Development of the open access online tutorial 
 

• Led by University of Bristol 
• Target Grant bid submitted Jan 2015 
• Grant confirmed Mar 2015 

• ‘Chapter leads’ identified for each of the five steps 
• Emma Place (Subject Librarian for Veterinary and Dental 

Sciences, University of Bristol) led the ‘Acquire’ chapter 
• Dropbox, phonecalls, no face-to-face, several iterations 

• 1st Acquire draft submitted May 2015 
• Final draft submitted Aug 2015 
• Launched 31st Oct 2015 

 

 
 



Step 2 - ACQUIRE 
• Where to find evidence 

– Identify information 
sources 

• How to find evidence 
– Getting access! 

• Managing search results 
– Referencing and 

reporting                                      
search strategies 

 



• Where to find evidence? 
– Veterinarians in practice do not necessarily 

have access to the same resources 

 



ACQUIRE – Quiz to consolidate learning 



Features of EBVM Learning 
• Problem-based/self-directed learning to 

develop key skills  
• Case-based examples of applying EBVM 
• Stand-alone, flexible learning objects with 

extensive links 
• Glossary of common terms 



  Highlighting other resources 
• Comprehensive 

scaffold with 
signposting 

• Extensive links 
• Intended to be a 

‘jumping off 
point’ as much 
as a ‘one-stop 
shop’ 



  How the tutorial is being used 
Currently used: 
• In undergraduate teaching at the 

University of Bristol School of Veterinary 
Sciences 

• Promoted at all UK veterinary schools 
In development: 
• In the University of Edinburgh’s online 

Advanced Clinical Practice MSc 
• In undergraduate teaching at the 

University of Edinburgh 

 
 



  Tutorial usage figures 
From mid November 2015 to mid May 2016: 
• Over 4,500 sessions (visits) 
• Over 24,000 page views 
• Viewed on average 5 pages per visit 
• Spent on average 7.46 min per visit 
 

• 73% of the visits were first timers (new visits) 
• 27% of the visits were returning visitors 
 

• 30 visits came to the site via Twitter 
• 23 visits came to the site via Facebook 
• 3 visits came to the site via LinkedIn 
• 2 visits came to the site via WordPress 
  

Most of the visits came from UK, Russia, USA, then followed by Australia, the 
Netherlands, Brazil and Germany 

 



  Future developments 
Hoping to be able to expand over time  
• More modules 
• Suggestions welcome 
EBVM Learning Consortium long term 
goals: 
• CAT/BET/Knowledge Summary database 
• Wiki tools for evidence synthesis collaboration 
• Develop a MOOC 
• Assessments of EBVM teaching 
• Integrate into specialist training 

 
 



Informing our communities, informed by our collections 
 

Thank you. 
 

Fiona Brown 
Academic Support Librarian for Veterinary Medicine 
University of Edinburgh 
F.Brown@ed.ac.uk 
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