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ePORTUGUÊSe

A network to promote and strengthen 
collaboration among Portuguese-
speaking countries in the areas of 
health information and capacity 
building of Human Resources for 
Health (HRH)



Why Develop an ePORTUGUÊSe network?

Portuguese is the 6th most spoken language in 
the world (~240 million)

Portuguese is the third most spoken language in 
the Western Hemisphere

Portuguese is the most spoken language in the 
Southern Hemisphere

At least one Portuguese speaking country in 4 
continents and 4 WHO Regional Offices



ePORTUGUÊSe network



Established by the United Nations in 
1978 as a way to exchange resources 

and knowledge among developing 
countries and the countries of the 

global south

South-South cooperation



Reduce dependence from the developed countries

Build a balance of power and a better world order 

Reduce social, economic and political dominance 
from the countries of the West

South-South cooperation - objectives



North and South geographic 
hemispheres

equator



Global South



ePORTUGUÊSe

Development of Human Resources for Health 

ePORTUGUÊSe

Blue Trunk Library

HINARI training

Discussion forum 
HIFA-pt

BLOGS WEB 2.0

Electronic journals 
in Portuguese

Videos

Distance 
learning

Virtual Health 
Libraries (VHL)

Telehealth

Collaborative 
space

Twitter



































Access to the ePORTUGUÊSe BLOG 



•Part of the Global Healthcare 
Information Network -
HIFA2015 campaign

•Important to have discussion 
forums in other languages

•Improve access to information 
to health professionals from 
Portuguese speaking countries

•Exchange experiences among 
health professionals

•Visibility to tacit knowledge

•Platform for health 
professionals, librarians, 
editors, students to discuss 
their own information needs



South Africa 1 Guinea Bissau 37
Angola 77 Holland 2
Argentina 1 England 8
Brazil 171 Mozambique 93
Burkina Faso 1 Portugal 160
Cape Verde 25 São Tomé & Príncipe 42
Canada 1 Switzerland 8
USA 3 Timor Leste 15
France 1 Uruguay 1

Gabon 1
Total 

Contributions 

648

263

HIFA-pt – www.hifa2015.org/hifa-pt



Internet  use per country - Internet Stats - 2009

Country Internet users Broadband use Access to the 
Internet

Angola 550,000 11,700 4,3%

Brazil 67,510,400 10,098,000 34.0%

Capo Verde 102,800 1,800 23,9%

Guinea Bissau 37,100 n/a 2,4%

Mozambique 350,000 n/a 1,6%

Portugal 4,475,700 1,555,641 41,8%

São Tomé & 
Príncipe 24,800 n/a 11,2%

Timor Leste 1,800 n/a 0,2%



Blue Trunk Library

•Presented for the first time during the 
WHA59/06

•Material selected in accordance to focal 
points in all 8 Portuguese speaking countries

•Contents more related to the needs of 
Portuguese speaking countries

• BTL in Portuguese was first developed with 
the support from MoH of Brazil that donates, 
prints on demand and delivers selected 
material to WHO – (no copy rights issues)

•September 2009 – High Commissioner for 
Health in Portugal began to participate in the 
project – MoU signed











83 BTL have already 
been dispatched to the  

5 PALOP



Mozambique
Official delivery of the BTL to the 
Deputy Minister of Health in  
November 2009

Angola
Official delivery to the Minister of Health 
in March 2010



PDAs - electronic books - smart phones

Next Step – to have the contents of the 
Blue trunk Library in Portuguese 

available through PDA or hand held 
devices



PARTNERS
• Ministries of Health of CPLP countries
• High Commissioner for Health from Portugal
• BIREME – Latin American and Caribbean Center on Health Sciences 

Information
• Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (Brazil)
• Hygiene and Tropical Medicine Institute - IHMT (Portugal)
• Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (Portugal)
• AGFUND – Arab Gulf Programme for the United Nations 

Development Organizations
• GHWA – Global Health Workforce Alliance
• European Commission
• CPLP – Community of Portuguese-speaking Countries
• PAHO/Brazil



Next Steps - ePORTUGUÊSe
Strengthen this network and encourage participation
Support continuous progress of VHL in countries (consultative 
committee, training courses)
Facilitate further education (masters, doctorates) 
Adapt distance learning methodologies
Keep a repository of courses, presentations, lectures
Facilitate delivery of health information in waiting rooms
Increase members of HIFA-pt to 1000 to the end of 2010
Have HINARI platform and interfaces completely in Portuguese
Translate selected WHO materials
Create partnerships with other WHO departments
Create an executive committee for the ePORTUGUÊSe network
Create opportunities for new initiatives, partnerships and 
resources



Avoid fragmentation 
and duplicity of 

activities

Opportunity 
for 

partnerships

ePORTUGUÊSe







Challenge



Challenge



• www.who.int/eportuguese/en
• http://cspace.eportuguese.org
• http://eportuguese.blogspot.com
• http://eportuguese.bvsalud.org
• http://twitter.com/WHO_ePORTUGUESe

ePORTUGUÊSe
eportuguese@who.int

http://www.who.int/eportuguese/en�
http://cspace.eportuguese.org/�
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http://twitter.com/WHO_ePORTUGUESe�



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Why Develop an ePORTUGUÊSe network?
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	ePORTUGUÊSe
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Next Steps - ePORTUGUÊSe
	ePORTUGUÊSe
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Challenge
	Challenge
	ePORTUGUÊSe�eportuguese@who.int
	Slide Number 46

