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The dimensions of Brazilian 
Public Health System

The relevance of our Public Health System (SUS) in the 
social field, today, can be seen in some numbers:

 SUS serves 80% of the population and consumes 
3.5% of Brazilian gross national product (PIB)

 27.317 transplants performed between January 2008 
and June 2009

 The Family Health Teams are present in 93% of 
municipalities

 Some national health programs such as programs for
 AIDS, immunization and control of smoking, present 

results difficult to equal in the world for its quality and 
impact

 190 million Brazilian
 13 million hypertensive and 4.5 million diabetics



SUS is a Development Model that combines Growth, 
Innovation, Equity and Social Inclusion and part of a 
strategic policy in Economic and Social Dimension.

 Public Policy and a heritage of the Brazilian citizens
 Instrument of social participation and control to the 

transparency of the State actions
 Encourages the democratization of knowledge: 

universal access to information and services for 
citizens through the provision of specific instruments

 Capability of strengthen technical cooperation and 
performance in a network relationship with national 
and international perspective

The Context: Health and 
Information

The Information Health:



The Brazilian experience in working throughout the 
technical cooperation and with international organisms 
to consolidate a Public Policy of Health Information

 Technical Cooperation with BIREME/PAHO/WHO –
since its foundation in 1967 (43 years)

 Contribution for the development of the Virtual Health 
Library Model (1998 – San Jose/Porto Rico)

 Memorandum of Understanding regarding the 
ePORTUGUÊSe Initiative between WHO and Ministry of 
Health of Brazil – formalization in 2007

The Techinical Cooperation: 
Information, Knowldege and 

Communication



The Brazilian Network:
South-South Cooperation Plataform

National institutions

 Government Bodies
 Brazilian Ministry of Health
 Fiocruz/ENSP
 Anvisa

 Federal Universties:
 UFRN
 UFMG
 UnB
 USP
 Unicamp

Organizations/institutions in CPLP 
countries

 CPLP/PALOP
 UNASUL/Saúde
 PAHO/WHO Representatives in 

Countries and Regions
 OTCA
 Ministries of Health in each 

CPLP country 
 Universities and technical 

scholars



The numbers of Brazilian 
Scientific Production

 International databases (Latin America Region):

 LILACS: 29.5810 indexed documents from the 517.605 
registers in all database

 SciELO Brazil: 233 scientific journals, considered in 
642 Journals indexed in SciELO

 National databases:
 BDENF, COLECIONA-SUS, HOMEOINDEX, Index Psi 

Teses, Index Psi Periódicos de Divulgação Científica, 
Index Psi Periódicos Técnico-Científicos, Bibliografia 
em Indicadores da Saúde

 Virtual Health Library Initiatives:
 01 National: VHL BRAZIL
 20 Thematics: Public Health, Nursing, Primary Care etc.
 05 Institutional:  VHL Ministry of Health  











The WEB 2.0 
Strategy

Colective Inteligence
ALL – ALL 

Content is the most 
important focus

Experience of working 
in network

High possibility of 
actualization – RSS, 
Feeds, Twitter

Interoperability

The Concept of PAHO Web 2.0
The PAHO BRA 
strategic points

Information and 
Knowledge

Effeciency and 
Transparence

Technology and 
Sharing

Capability of doing 
Technical 
Cooperation

COMMUNICATION

Internet as an 
instrument of 

communication 
with Brazil and 
South-South 
Cooperation
Strategic Plan 

2008-2012



Web 2.0 – connecting institutions and people! 
Promoting the Public Health







Blue Trunk Library – Challenge



Blue Trunk Library – the Brazilian 
contribution

 Institutional publications produced/printed from Brazilian 
Ministry of Health. This cooperation was established 
since 2006 

2008 2009 2010*

Tiles 95 46 104

Issues 2.966 1.857 6.261

GENERAL RESULTS: 6.786 issues and 
106 tiles

http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/07_0126_FL.pdf�
http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/acolhimento_praticas_producao_saude_2ed.pdf�
http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/acolhimento_praticas_producao_saude_2ed.pdf�
http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/acolhimento_praticas_producao_saude_2ed.pdf�


2 nd Seminar of Knowledge Management and 
Web 2.0 – PAHO and Ministry of Health Brazil

(Brasilia, june 2010)



I

Our Perspectives
• Establish a convergent public policy and define 
the role of Information and Knowledge in South-
South cooperation: continuity of actions

• Strengthen partnerships with countries and 
their institutions in support of the Library and 
Network ePORTUGUESe.

• Support the use of methodologies Model 
VHL/BIREME in the scope oh international 
“South-South” technical cooperation.

• Raising the indices of scientific literature in 
Portuguese language, bringing not only the data 
from Brazil or Portugal but of all the CPLP: 
Portuguese as official language of the WHO



The Brazilian TEAM – BIREME AND 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 



Muito Obrigada

Obrigada / Thank you / Muchas Gracias

Eliane Santos 
General Coordinator of Information and Documentation

Brazilian Ministry of Health
+55 61 3315-2203

Eliane.santos@saude.gov.br
http://brasil.bvs.br – VHL BRAZIL

mailto:Eliane.santos@saude.gov.br�
http://brasil.bvs.br/�
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