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 Content developments

 New search tools

 Working with Cochrane



Embase unique journals



Embase unique conferences



Conferences in Embase

• Beginning in 2009, over 500 conferences now added
 More than 150,000 conference abstracts each year

• Conferences published in any of more than 3000 journals
 Focus on key drugs and clinical journals

• Unique features:
 Every conference summarized by a searchable review record
 All records have searchable online abstracts
 All conference abstracts & reviews indexed with Emtree
 Conference name, date and location are all searchable



In-depth drug indexing



Extended drug & disease indexing



The Embase advantage

• All of Medline plus an additional 2000 journals
 focus on drugs & clinical information

• Conference abstracts since 2009
 currently 160,000 abstracts

• Emtree thesaurus covers > 27,000 drugs
 every drug can be indexed with subheadings

• In-depth drug indexing
 supplemented with additional information (from 2007)



Using PICO in Embase

P = Patient
I = Intervention
C = Comparison
O = Outcome



Levels of evidence in Emtree (1)



Levels of evidence in Emtree (2)



Collaboration with Cochrane

1993: Randomized controlled trial defined in Emtree

1997: UK Cochrane Centre project
• 100,000 additional RCTs & CCTs identified
• many RCTs unique to Embase
• unique non-English RCTs 

2004: Systematic Review added as Emtree term

2011: Differentiation of study types vs topic terms



• ‘Embase is a rich source of reports of randomized 
trials that are either not included in MEDLINE or not 
indexed as trials in MEDLINE, especially reports in 
some languages other than English’.

• ‘In addition to searching CENTRAL, people looking for 
reports of randomized trials should search Embase, as 
well as MEDLINE, for reports published in recent 
years that have not yet been considered for inclusion 
in CENTRAL’.

Carol Lefebvre MLA 2010
Unique content in Embase

Ref: Lefebvre et al. Emerging Themes 
in Epidemiology 2008 5:13



Language
Embase on 

Elsevier
Medline on 

Ovid
Embase 

advantage Percent

Turkish 613 75 538 717%

Korean 134 46 88 191%

Portuguese 712 442 270 61%

Dutch 606 442 164 37%

Chinese 5366 3945 1421 36%

Polish 491 434 57 13%

Spanish 2316 2137 179 8%

French 3952 3904 48 1%

German 8393 8566 -173 -2%

Embase vs MEDLINE
Randomized controlled trials

Search date: 14 June 2010



Systematic Reviews
Refine by journal, publication type or year



Embase Refine
New refinements to be added



Embase developments: summary

1. Embase has comprehensive and unique content
• Unique journals
• Conference information

2. Search tools: easier to find relevant content
• Extended linkage between drugs & diseases
• New ways to refining searches 

3. Long-standing collaboration with UK Cochrane Centre
• Additional RCTs & CCTs in Embase, esp. non-English
• Indexing of systematic reviews
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