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Traditional Medical vs Health Sciences
Libraries Virtual Libraries

• Medical collection • Health Sciences collection

• Institutional storage • Cyberspace storage

• Paper support • Digital support

• Physical access • Virtual access

• Specialized staff

Web Technologies        Definition  



Traditional Medical    vs Health Sciences 
Library                          Virtual Library 

Information
• On-site, telephonic • Virtual Reference Service

Searching & Retrieving Information
• Catalogues, repertories,
books, journals…

• OPAC, databases,
e-books, e-journals…

Document Delivery Service
• Fotocophies, offprints • Pdf via mail, web

Professional Training
• On-site • E-learning

Web Technologies         Services



Tim O’Reilly (2004)







Literature Searching Service

Document Delivery Service

Virtual Reference Service











E-Learning Service

Reprography Service

Repositories Service



My Courses













HULP:  Opening of the new catheterism room in the Pediatric Hospital





HULP – Books Catalogue







Advantages         vs Limits 

• Free software • Storage capacity

• Versatility: implementation 
of all kinds of tools

• Integrity and data security: 
external dependence

• Global source of knowledge: 
blogs, wikis… 

• Information privacy: 
unsecured

• Inmediacy of information 
dissemination: RSS

• Knowledge dispersion: 
information difficult to find

• Interactive communication: 
social networks

• No content indexing: 
information difficult to retrieve

Web 2.0 Libraries  



New Trends  

Web 3.0 / Semantic Web

Searching information interpreted in context, 
by an intelligent system with enough capacity  

to automate processes. 

Web 2.0 / Social Web

Searching documents by keywords and 
hypertext links labeled manually and 

sequentially. 
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