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RSS feeds

- support both individual researchers and academic 
libraries

- provide the fastest way to deliver the newest 
information

- permit staying informed of the latest developments in 
the specific research area

- provide the shortest ways to full texts of the recent 
articles.
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Aims of the Project:

- to present server based approaches in aggregating 
feeds in the academic library

- to share the experience in developing some of such 
environments with the help of modern technologies 

including mashups
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Prevailing solutions used to collect 
the sites to follow RSS feeds:

- standalone feed readers as desktop tools 

- Web-based feed aggregators such as 
Netvibes
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Web-based aggregator Netvibes
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Implemented solutions to aggregate 
information from RSS feeds:

- topical search-results in Online Contents 
- topical search-results in WorldCat  
- OVID-Blogs 
- new acquisitions in TiHo - OPAC (GBV)
- Tables of Contents of Journals (TOC) 
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Topical RSS-subscription in Online 
Contents (1) 

- perform a topical search in the Online Contents

- registered users can subscribe to the RSS feed 
(service of GBV , the Union Catalogue of seven 
German States)

- get informed of the latest acquisitions in the topic of 
interest
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Topical RSS-subscription in Online Contents 
(2)
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RSS feed of WorldCat: 1.- Generate the list “veterinary”, 

the “RSS FEED” Button is seen
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RSS feed of WorldCat: 2.- choose “view XML”.
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RSS feed of WorldCat: 3.- subscribe to the feed
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OVID Blogs as RSS feed (1)
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OVID Blogs as RSS feed (2) - Link from 
RSS feed to full text
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New acquisitions in OPAC

- Server-based RSS feed delivering a list of the 
library’s new acquisitions 

- The links lead directly to the catalogue items of the 

library OPAC
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New acquisitions in OPAC. Server-based 
RSS feed delivering a list of the library’s new 

acquisitions
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New acquisitions in OPAC. The links lead 
directly to the catalogue items
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Mashup technology

- A mashup combines the information from several 
independent sites

- One site provides a corresponding API (Application 
Programming Interface) to make the mashup 
functional. 
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RSS Mashup

- Mashups can aggregate different feeds on a broad 
spectrum of subjects. 

- We provided access to journals’ tables of contents
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RSS Feed Mashups (database of 
ProgrammableWeb) 
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Google AJAX Feed API

- Google AJAX Feed API 
http://code.google.com/apis/ajaxfeeds/ permits a rapid 
development of feed mashups combining the API and 
JavaScript approaches

- Register at Google AJAX Feed API to get a key. 

- The key is included in the mashup JavaScript 
source.
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Mashup layout 

- The aggregation was realised in tabbed layout. 

- The feeds were organized alphabetically. 

- 20 entries in a feed is a reasonable compromise 
between the frequencies with which the new entries in 
a certain feed appear and the length of the page. 
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RSS Feed Mashups of TOC 

- The links in the feed mashups lead directly to the 
articles of the journals

- The availability of full texts is defined by the licence 
conditions
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RSS Feed Mashups of TOC
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Conclusion

- Server based technologies in aggregating feeds in 
the academic library are important and efficient 
supporting tools for scientific information retrieval 

- RSS feeds and mashups provide means to rapidly 
access newest information
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