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21st Century Library 
Function

• Social Dimension / Lifelong Learning

• The Hybrid Library /Space Allocation 
/ Storage
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The Modern Library Project

•The Project Team

•Site Selection + Urban Planning



The Library Project Team
The Client

Structural and Civil 
Engineers

Specialist Design
e.g. facade 

Architect
Design Team Leader

Contract Administrator

Liaison and Co-ordinator

Main Contractor

Quantity Surveyors
Financial Control

Mechanical and 
Electrical

Sub 
Contractor

Sub 
Contractor

Sub 
Contractor



The Modern Library Project

•Site Selection + Urban Planning









Aspects of Design

•Ecologically Sound Design 
and Construction



Aspects of Design 
Ecological Checklist

• Working with nature for energy efficiency
• Orientation of the building
• Solar study
• Climate study
• Natural ventilation
• Façade design / solar gain / shading







Aspects of Design 
Materials Selection

• Locally sourced to reduce transport 
• Steel framing / recycled
• Concrete structure / cement?
• Timber / sustainably sourced
• Paints and finishes / zero V.O.C.s







Aspects of Design 
Further Considerations

• Maximising daylight
• Building management systems
• Water: harvesting and re-use
• Solar thermal for water pre-heat
• Generating electricity on-site
• Photo-voltaic cells
• Wind turbines
• Geothermal heat exchangers











Aspects of Design

•Furniture and interiors









The Private Library

•Function

•Client

•Study Environment











A Worldwide Perspective

•The Developed World

•The Developing World



Room to Read

Current programmes include:

• Providing Libraries for 
children

• Local Language Publishing 
Programme

• The School Room programme 
(building new structures, 
replacing dilapidated schools, 
expanding school buildings)

• Girls Education Programme

• Establishing 9,200 Libraries

• www.roomtoread.org


