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NICE clinical guidelines
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence

(NICE) develops ‘standard clinical guidelines’ and ‘short

NICE Short Clinical clinical guidelines’.
Guidelines Team

Manchester, England

Standard clinical guidelines

Standard clinical guidelines are developed by four independent
NCC Women’s centres (3 NCCs and the NCGC), which are commissioned

venoC CaC &Ffoh;;?rggl]zg'le;fth by NICE on an annual rolling programme basis. There are
Cardiff. Wales Obstetricians eleven information specialists based across the four centres who
‘E‘O%g?f%orlg?ﬂj support the scoping, development and validation of standard
NICE Clinical clinical guidelines.

Guidelines Team

London and Manchester, .. . .
England Short clinical guidelines

Short clinical guidelines are developed by a technical team at NICE.
There are four information specialists at NICE who support the

W NCC Menta T scoping, development and validation of short clinical guidelines.
Royal College Royal College of Occasionally, an NCC/the NCGC is commissioned by NICE to

of Physicians Psychiatrists develop a short clinical guideline.
London, England London, England

The role of the Information specialists at NICE and the Centres

Information specialists at NICE support the decision-making of the topic selection team. This involves searching for information on treatments and conditions
Including other related evidence-based guidance and finding statistical information on the incidence and prevalence of conditions. Information specialists at the
Centres (including the NICE short guidelines team) identify the evidence base for the guidelines. Following methods set out in the NICE ‘Guidelines manual‘! this
iInvolves: contributing to question formulation; identifying sources; developing search strategies,; creating reference management databases and documenting the

search process.

Collaborative working

NICE and the Centres
Best practice Is shared and further developed by the information specialists at NICE and the Centres by
various means, in particular:

holding biannual meetings to discuss topics of shared interest including invited speakers (for example, Meetings
search platforms, documenting search strategies, archiving inter-library loans)

a dedicated discussion list to share new information and to seek answers to problems and share useful Siscussion list
material: for example, NICE shares a monthly summary of new papers in information science

setting up and maintaining a wiki to provide access to shared materials (for example, agendas and minutes
from biannual meetings, conference presentations, training materials)

establishing joint working groups to take forward methodological issues: for example, a short-life working _
group was set up for a period of one year, with representatives from NICE and the Centres, to review and Working groups
update the ‘Identifying the evidence’ chapter of the NICE ‘Guidelines manual’*

organising joint training sessions for information specialists from NICE and the Centres (for example
search clinics and CINAHL via EBSCOhost)

working together on abstracts and presentations for conferences (for example, G-I-N, HLG, EAHIL). Conferences

Wider networks
« within the NICE family (for example, with NHS Evidence and the Technology Assessment Groups) information specialists meet regularly, share meeting

minutes and participate in joint information days

* more widely through participation in other professional interest groups, both nationally and internationally (for example, SEARCH, a working group of

G-I-N).
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ealth and Clinical Excellence (NICE) is the independent UK organisation responsible for providing national guidance on the
orevention and treatment of ill health. It produces three types of guidance: public health — promotion of good health and
s — use of new and existing health technologies; clinical practice — treatment for specific diseases and conditions.
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