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Origins
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The 18th and 19th Centuries

• Sporadically, Rinderpest invaded Europe. 
During the entire second half of the 18th 
Century, Europe was devastated by a series of 
epizootics brought on or favoured by the 
incessant wars. The situation was even more 
alarming at the beginning of the 19th Century.

• Not until the 1840s were animal health laws 
enacted in Europe. The first one was in Poland, 
enacted by Ostrowsky in 1844. 
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“The hand of God struck the Netherlands, 

afflicting its cattle with Rinderpest”
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The first International Veterinary Congress was 
held in Hamburg at the initiative of Professor 
John Gamgee, from the New Veterinary College 
of Edinburgh, and Professor Hering, from 
Stuttgart . It was meant to  “define the rules of 
prevention of contagious and epizootic diseases” 
and elaborate a standardised animal health 
legislation for all countries (E. Leclainche, 
Histoire de la médecine vétérinaire, 1936).
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Creation
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Strengthened by the experience of the past century, France takes 

the initiative to convene an “International Conference for the 

Study of Epizootics” to take place in Paris in May 1921 and which 

all countries are invited to attend

A group of  personalities attending the Conference of  1921  

visit the Alfort Veterinary School
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E. Leclainche, in his “Histoire 

de la médecine Vétérinaire” 

(1936) writes: “…The 

Conference expressed the 

wish that an International 

Organism in charge of  the 

control of  infectious diseases 

of  animals should be created 

….”
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• Forty-two States heeded the call. 

• In less than three years, twenty-eight 

countries joined the project and an 

“International Agreement” for the creation 

of  the Office International des Epizooties 

(OIE) was signed in Paris by their 

representatives on 25th January 1924.
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• On 8 March 1927, the International 

Committee of the Office held its first 

General Session. Twenty-six Delegates 

participated. 

• The Assembly elected Inspector General 

De Roo, Delegate of Belgium, as President 

and Professor Leclainche was appointed 

first Director of the Office.
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E. Leclainche, first Director general of the OIE from March 

1927 till May 1949
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Inspector General Henri de Roo, Delegate of  Belgium, first 

President of  the OIE from 1927 to 1929
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The Hôtel de Prony , Headquarter 

of the OIE was bought by E. 

Leclainche in 1939
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Publications
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The Bulletin

The first official publication of  the OIE, 

prescribed in its Organic statutes at its 

creation, was entitled Bulletin de l’Office 
international des épizooties. 

Volume 1 was issued in July 1927.
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The first issue published the text of the International Agreement 

for the creation of the OIE, signed in Paris on January 25, 1924 by 

28 countries and  the minutes of the first meeting of its 

Committee
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Argentine Republic, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Denmark, Egypt, Spain, Finland, France, 

Great-Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, Morocco, Mexico, the 

Principality of Monaco, the Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Siam, Sweden, 

Switzerland, Czechoslovak Republic and Tunisia signed the Agreement.
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The Bulletin was a miscellaneous collection of 
reports on the activities of the OIE, containing:

• Epidemiological and regulatory information,

•Scientific articles,

•Texts on events relating to the Office, 

•Proceedings and reports of the annual General 
Session of the International Committee,

•All official documents of the Office and its 
activities with other International Organisations,
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• Original articles on epizootic diseases, 

• Documents and information on International 
Meetings and Conferences, Conventions, Laws 
and Regulations, 

• Statistics on the animal health situation in 
Member Countries, 

• Reports of Specialist and Regional Commissions.

The 93 volumes of the Bulletin from 1927 to1981 
reflect the true history of the Organisation.
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• They also reflect the animal health situation and 

disease control activities throughout that period 

within the Members Countries and Territories of 

the OIE, the number of which increased, from 

28 in 1927 to 102 in 1981 when the Bulletin
stopped being published under its former 

format.

• In the meantime, it had become apparent that 

one publication could not give a precise account 

of the main missions of the Organisation.
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To protect world trade and food safety and to 
promote animal welfare, health standards 
were elaborated:

•The International Animal Health Code (first 
called “International Zoo-sanitary Code” and 
now called “Terrestrial Animal health Code”),
the regulatory basis for world-wide trade in 
animals and animal products, first issued in 1968, 
is revised annually.
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The International Zoo-sanitary Code
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1968: first edition of the “Code”
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The Manual of Diagnostic Tests and 
Vaccines, a contribution to the 
international harmonisation of methods for 
the surveillance and control of the most 
important animal diseases, was first 
published in 1989.
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The “Manual”
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Both international standards, originally written for 

Terrestrial Animals only, have been published for

Aquatic Animals since 1995
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A new quarterly trilingual periodical appeared in 1982:

The Scientific and Technical Review
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Statistics on Animal Health started to be published 

annually in 1959
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They became Zoo-sanitary situation in 1981 and 

World Animal Health in 1985.
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This information, which is also contained the in Monthly 
Epizootic Circular, and Weekly Disease Information has 

been available since 1996 via the OIE Website through 

HandiSTATUS
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Since 2005, it has been available through

WAHID (World Animal Health Information 

Database)
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WAHID (World Animal Health Information Database)
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Thematic publications, Newsletters, Conference proceedings have been, 

and still are, published in the three official languages of  the OIE, 

English, French and Spanish
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The OIE Documents Database

A Documentation Centre was created in the early 1990s 

with a view to gathering together OIE publications and 

working documents in order to make them more readily 

available to all of  the staff  at the Central Bureau, as well as 

to Delegates and the visitors to the Paris headquarters.

The collection, which is very extensive, can be accessed 

through a database where all documents have been 

analysed and indexed using a bilingual thesaurus designed 

specifically for the purpose.
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The OIE Documents Database



45



46



47

Digitisation
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The digitisation Programme
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Requests
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A meeting in Switzerland in 1929
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Vaccination CBPP in Togo
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Tick control in Kenya
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Examination for FMD in Thailand
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A meeting in Madrid in 1951



58

General Session 1951
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General Session 1952
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Logo from 1982 to 2002
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In May 2003, at the 71st General Session of the 

International Committee, the Delegates of the 

Member Countries adopted a resolution 

allowing the use, in all circumstances, of the 

name “World Organisation for Animal Health” 

while keeping, for the time being, the historical 

acronym “OIE”.
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Logo since 2003
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The OIE’s Objectives

The historical objectives

ANIMAL HEALTH INFORMATION:

to ensure transparency in the global animal 

disease and zoonosis situation 

to collect, analyse and disseminate

scientific veterinary information
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New objectives

ACTIVITIES OF VETERINARY SERVICES

to provide expertise and encourage 

international solidarity in the control of 

animal diseases 

to improve the legal framework and 

resources of national Veterinary Services

evolution
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New objectives

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

within its WTO mandate, to safeguard world 

trade by publishing health standards for 

international trade in animals and animal 

products

to provide a better guarantee of the safety of food 

of animal origin  

to promote animal welfare, through a science-

based approach 

evolution
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174 Members (March 2009)

America : 29 – Africa : 51 – Europe: 52 – Middle-East : 13 – Asia/Pacific: 29

29
51

52

13

29
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http://www.oie.int
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http://www.oie.int
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Thank you

for your attention
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World organisation for animal health

12 rue de prony

75017 Paris, France

Tel: 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88 – Fax: 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87

Email: oie@oie.int

http://www.oie.int 
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