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Foundation of IHLILC

Irish Healthcare Libraries Inter-
Lending Co-operative (IHLILC) was 
established in 1991 with 11 
libraries, ranging from small, one-
person operated libraries to large 
libraries.



Growth in Membership

• 1991

11 Libraries

• 2009

72 Libraries



Document Requests

• Requests for documents were 
made by fax or phone

• No charge for documents supplied

• Reciprocal scheme – each library 
would both supply and receive 



Compared to Other Suppliers

• Documents supplied within the 
country 

• Fast response rate and at a lower 
cost 

• Goodwill of library personnel was 
essential for the working and 
development of the scheme



Growth of the scheme

• YEAR MEMBERS JOURNALS TITLES

• 1991-1992 11 1,009

• 1993 19 1,562

• 1997 42 2,500

• 2000 59 3,000

• 2004 69 7,424 3,042

• 2008 70 7,412 4,176

(titles online journals not just member holdings)



Rules for Entry

• The library must hold a minimum of 20 health 
related journals

• The library must employ a full-time librarian

• The librarian must be willing to spend some 
time on supplying journals to libraries in the 
scheme

• The librarian must be prepared to keep on-line 
statistics of articles sent to and received from 
other libraries



Journal Holdings

• Number of journal holdings for each library 
varies 

• Larger medical and nursing libraries have 
more journals 

• Smaller libraries often have a specialized 
collection

• Together this adds up to a wide range of 
specialised journals that many libraries could 
not afford within the restrictions of their 
periodicals budget.



Journal Co-Operative Sub-Committee

• To regulate the scheme.

• Provide a forum to deal with complaints
about the operation of the scheme.

• Formalised the rules for entry into the
scheme and for remaining in it.

• Approve members/libraries joining the
scheme



Statistics for the year 1997-1998

(Responses from 36 of the 46 libraries participating in 1997-98)

Total Number of Requests 25, 226

Satisfied by the Irish Co-operative 13, 292 53%

Satisfied by British Library 8, 241 32.5%

Satisfied by British Medical Association 1, 016 4%

Satisfied by other suppliers 2, 677 10.5%

1993/94 3, 592 articles were satisfied by the co-operative.

4 libraries supplied 71% of these articles.

1997/98 13, 292 articles were satisfied by the co-operative.

10 libraries supplied 71% of these articles.



Statistics: 2003 - 2005

Sent To

• 2003 19,684

• 2004 17,533

• 2005 13,711

Received From

• 2003 24,540

• 2004 23,312

• 2005 19,293







Journal Categories
• General (covering a range of disciplines and specialities)

• Specialised Libraries: 

– Nursing

– Psychiatry

– Health Services Management & Organisation

– Safety and Regulatory Bodies

– Mental/Physical Disability

– Paediatrics

– Others:

• Oncology

• Gynaecology & Obstetrics

• Dentistry

• Primary Care



Journal Listing Goes Online 2006

1991 – 2005 – Printed Index

2006 - Online & Print Index

2007 - Online



Weekly Usage of IHSLG ONLINE 2006 & 2009

The chart above is only an approximation of usage in that it shows the number of entries in the log file. An entry is created in the 

log file when a user attempts to log in.








