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INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH IN IRELAND

All-Ireland body:
 North-South cooperation 
 Inequalities in health

Social determinants of health 

Three work strands:
 Capacity building
 Policy support
 Information & intelligence www.publichealth.ie



OUTLINE

Three sources of knowledge 

AIeHL Phase I: collating, managing 

& sharing 

What we’ve learnt

AIeHL Phase II: dissemination & 
implementation 



SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE

Research 

Data         Practice



PHASE I: 
collating, 

managing & 
sharing

www.aiehl.org



AIeHL (PHASE I)

Aims to help (chiefly) policy makers & 
practitioners to bring together the 
information they need when they 
need it & in an appropriate format

AIeHL is a network of interoperable 
websites that contribute to a 
central metadata cache

Cache is searchable on the web 



CURRENT AIeHL MEMBERS



INFORMATION STANDARDS
Core metadata

Metadata element SUBJECT:
• PHL & its subset of SNOMED CT 

Metadata element TYPE:
• PHRTES

APHO Abbreviation List 

NHS Evidence - National Library for Public health 
formerly a Specialist Library of the National Library for Health









SOME LESSONS 

• More systematic content development 

linked to health priorities

• Stronger dissemination 

• A link to implementation 

• Broader partnerships 

• Better knowledge synthesis



THREE KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION 
PRINCIPLES

Policy & practice at the centre

Dissemination & implementation 

Partnership



CHALLENGES: RESEARCHERS

How do we synthesise findings from 
such diverse knowledge resources? 
How do we evaluate & incorporate 
practice-based evidence?

What could researchers “lose” by 
becoming a “knowledge co-
producer”? What could they gain?



CHALLENGES: POLICY MAKERS & PRACTITIONERS

How can we instil curiosity into our 
health system so we can capture 
experiential knowledge?

How can we develop routine data 
collections so we can learn from 
“natural experiments”? 

How do we ensure community & 
voluntary organisations are fully 
engaged?



(proposed) 

PHASE II: 
dissemination & 
implementation

www.aiehl.org



BRIDGING ACADEMIC-SERVICE DIVIDE

Tripartite partnership:

• HRB Centre for Health & Diet Research (UCC/UCD) 

• IPH (all-Ireland) 

• Centre of Excellence for Public Health (NI) (QUB) 

• Health information portal 

• Knowledge translation 

• Knowledge Strategy 

• Obesity observatory



MORE SYSTEMATIC CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

Six TYPE-based catalogues:  
• Research 
• Data 
• Practice
• Policy
• Contacts
• Implementation tools 

Thematic (SUBJECT-based) collections

Initial focus on practice & data 
catalogues in the area of obesity



Extension to the health information portal 

Thematic sub-sites addressing health 
priorities (eg obesity)

Network tools to help users manage, share & 
discuss knowledge resources

Links to other dissemination activities

STRONGER DISSEMINATION



Web-based implementation tools to help 
users apply knowledge 

Links to knowledge translation projects 
(through knowledge brokerage events)

Networks & communities of practice:

 All-Ireland Health Analysts SIG, CHAIN

 Managed Public Health Networks

A LINK TO IMPLEMENTATION





Thank you …

Any questions?


