In the fog? Use the library blog!
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Introduction

Blogs emerged in the late 1990s on the Web, quickly becoming a new way to communicate ideas, opinions, resources and news.

Generally, blogs are easy to create and publish because there is no need to know HTML and to arrange any space on a server.

Today (26/07/2006), the search site Technorati.com tracks 49,6 million of weblogs. Many of them have been created within the academic community including library and information science environment.

The Project

Keeping institutional users informed from changes to opening time hours to availability of new services and resources is the responsibility of any library.

There are currently in our libraries, Vallisneri Library and Department of Pharmacology and Anesthesiology Library, reference librarians who are responsible for keeping students and faculty departments informed about new resources, library policy changes and news that could affect educational and research needs. For this purpose, they use two ways to communicate: library webpages and email messages. These media are not a satisfactory solution: surfing library webpage is not always the preferred way to keep information for our researchers and a lot of email messages risk of annoying recipients and can be an ineffective tool in reaching other groups such as students. On the other hand our reference librarians have to face the difficulties of developing and maintaining news on our webpages and they won’t manage large lists of email addresses. The challenge for our libraries is to find or develop a system that combines permanence and specificity with ease and immediacy of spreading information about news and updates for library users.

The professional literature suggests that weblogs could be a valid alternative tool to newsletters and ever-increasing amounts of e-mails.

The poster will describe the  Vallisneri Library and Department. of Pharmacology and Anesthesiology Library project to establish a weblog as an effective tool of providing news and information of interest of faculty and students. 

Blogging software

A quick web search for “blogging software” reveals a wide spectrum of choices, from free hosted packages, requiring nothing more than an e-mail address and a witty blog name, to packages offering advanced features, requiring not only money investment but also specific technical skills.

For our purposes we chose Blogger, a free, hosted blogging tool. This tool is about the simplest one around, and though free, nonetheless has an impressive array of features. It is ideal for beginners, especially as we want to test blog before deciding to invest staff time and money to another more powerful tool.
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fig. 1 BiblioNews 

Conclusions and future developments

Blogs can support the goals of the organization while simultaneously meeting the specific objectives of librarians.

Even if librarians can quickly, easily and frequently update their blog BiblioNews, they need to focus to rapid dissemination of relevant, quality news and information. At the same time, they have to effectively promote the value of this service to the scientific community as a criticism of blogging is that it requires the reader to come to the library web site.  

Librarians can use blog commenting features to evaluate users satisfaction and better tailor the services to their needs.

In the future, we can consider the opportunity to provide our users notification of blog updates via RSS and email.

We also have the idea to use a blog to experiment with a different mechanism of interlibrary communication, involving the other scientific libraries of our campus.
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BiblioNews

Benvenuti nel web blog della Biblioteca biologico-medica "A. Vallisneri" e della Biblioteca di Farmacologia "E.
Meneghetti" dove troverete notizie, eventi, risorse e altre utili novita.

21 luglio 2006 Links

Biblioteca di Farmacologia - Orario Mese di % Home Biblioteca Vallisneri
Agosto 4 Home Biblioteca Meneghetti

% CAB
Dal 27 luglio la Biblioteca sara aperta solo al mattino, con orario 8.00-
14.00. La settimana dal 14 al 18 agosto la Biblioteca sara chiusa al
pubblico. Previous Posts
4 Biblioteca di Farmacologia -
Orario Mese di Agosto
4 Toxline (NLM) - Nuova versione
18 luglio 2006 4 pPubMed - Tutorial e guide utili

Toxline (NLM) - Nuova versione @ Biblioteca di Farmacologia -
Riduzione Orario di Apertura

La base dati Toxline dal 18 luglio appare in una nuova versione, che 4 pubMed - 1l Link "Try it!"
permette fa visione dei risultati della ricerca in un unica schermata e % Novita in PubMed - Display
secondo ' ordine di rilevanza P r———
http://toxnet.nim.nih.gov/cgi-bin/sis/ htmlgen?TOXLINE i bt

posted by farmineri @ 13:02 0 comments time to find a better way to assess
the scientific literature
< Biblioteca di Farmacologia -

posted by farmnen @ 12:56 0 comments

17 luglio 2006 Orario Mese di Luglio

PubMed - Tutorial e guide utili € Entrez The Life Sciences Search
Engine

La National Library of Medicine mette a disposizione di utenti e A /
4 Toxicology and Environmental

bibliotecari numerosi tutorial e guide per i suoi database:
http:/ /www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/dist_edu.html Health Information Program
Particolarmente utili (vedi alla voce "Handouts") le guide brevi a PubMed (TEHIP)

e all' utilizzo di My NCBI, strumento quest’ ultimo che permette la
personalizzazione dei servizi (memorizzazione di ricerche e bibliografie e F
aggiornamento automatico via e-mail, attivazione delle e-mail alerts per gli Archives
articoli delle riviste di interesse, ecc.) 4 giugno 2006

4 luglio 2006

posted by farminen @ 09:55 0 comments
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fig. 2 Vallisneri Library Web Site



  fig. 3 Dept. Pharmacol. Anesthesiol. Library Web Site
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Direttore: prof. Pietro Palatini

mercoledi 26 luglio 2006
Responsabile: dott.ssa Roberta Sato

La Biblioteca del

- Dipartimento di Farmacologia
& situata nel palazzetto della
ex-Antropologia, al
pianoterra dell'edificio.

1l portone di accesso & in via Jappelli 1b.
Per accedere alla biblioteca & necessario
suonare il campanello situato a destra

stefano.lovison@unipd.it
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