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ABSTRACT:

What should we buy, how, and in what quantity?
It is a very difficult question that equally concerns the libraries and the patron universities in conditions of a variety of the formats and distribution media as well as the growing number of medical information resources. Though the basic principles of publications purchase remain the classical ones, based on certain standards approved at a national level, the library has to adapt its strategy, especially taking into account the new technologies. The communication between the librarian and the users / patrons is essential in establishing the main information needs to be fulfilled as well as the preferred formats and we present the methods of communicating with the users at the University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Iasi, Romania. We shall also present the data that are required in order to purchase the different categories of resources: books, journals, databases, and especially how these data are evaluated in order to help the decision. In case of electronic documents, we also present the different ways in which managing these documents influence the decision of whether to acquire them or not.

MeSH headings:

1. Medical libraries

2. Library technical services

3. Romania

Matching conference theme: Information policy

INTRODUCTION

What should we buy, how and in what quantity?

It is a very difficult question that equally concerns the managerial staff of libraries and universities, in the conditions of a diversification of formats and forms of distribution of the medical information and a growing number of documents published each year. Although the basic principles of publication purchase remain the classical ones, the library has to adapt its strategy of collection development to the changes that occur in the editorial practice and to the evolution of public (the ability to use modern technology, electronic publications, databases on CDs, internet, etc.).

MATERIAL AND METHOD

In the present study, we want to show some current aspects about the acquisition of publications in the medical libraries or other types of library too.

For this study, the Internet was used to evaluate the editorial offer. PubMed, Proquest Medical Library and EMBASE databases were also studied, in order to establish the criteria of database acquisition.

RESULTS

It was noted that an increasing number of publishers provided not only an online list of editorial offer, by subject, but also “virtual bookstores”, with the possibility to placing an online order (fig. 1).
Not all the publishers can afford to sustain such a site. However, there are distributors of online publications that provide Romanian and also foreign publications from as many publishers as possible (fig. 2).
The librarian from the acquisitions department can use these virtual libraries to achieve information about the new editorial publications (titles, authors, prices, year of publication, or even the content of the publication) (fig.3), and also the actual order of some publications difficult to acquire directly from the publishers.

From the analysis of the virtual libraries of the distributors and publishers and the practical experience of acquisitions, we can conclude that:

For the publications (books or journals) is necessary to know the following aspects:

· the scientific value of the publication;

· existence of an electronic version or of complementary materials (video, audio recordings, images) on CD/DVD for the publications on print format (fig. 4)

· online access to the electronic version of the print publication (registration with user/password or unique code) 
· modalities of registration on the site of the publisher 

· format of the online version (.html, .pdf, etc.)

· restriction of access to the content of CDs only for the current year

· access from some print publications to sites that include programs of learning and grading tests for students, concerning the material published in print format (e.g. ELSEVIER – STUDENT CONSULT) (fig. 5)

The evaluation of databases establishes:

· the number of journals with access to the full text, by comparison with the total number of offered journals;

· the format of the articles (.pdf, .html, etc.) (fig. 6);

· the speed of response time of the server;

· multiple selection modalities (fig. 7);

· the possibility to use boolean searching operators (fig. 8);

· embargo – period after which journal articles are available in the database (1 month, 6 months, 1 year);

· friendly interface;

· the possibility of simultaneous connection of an unlimited number of users;

· the delivery of a database on CD format, additional to the online access (e.g. Proquest Medical Library, EBSCO);

· the quality of the searching program on CDs;

· the login modalities of users (after the classes of IP of the computers from the academic network, +/- user/password, possibilities of administration of access);

· the possibility to achieve statistics about the use of databases;

· training courses for librarians or users, etc.

DISCUSSION

The internet becomes an information resource increasingly used in libraries, with an important role in the process of acquisitions of publications, from the evaluation of editorial offer, to the actual ordering and the online access to the full text.

An important number of publications offer online access to full text and to updates, based on user/password.

The management of the access codes (users/password) to these sites has a special importance for the library. The publishers have different modalities of creating these registration forms.

According to the existing equipment (number of computers for the users), we can choose different modalities of creating these registration forms.

For example: publications purchased from ELSEVIER allow the login of one user/publication.

If we want to access all the publications at once from a single computer, we use the same e-mail address to create a unique registration form. Thus, the user cand access simultaneously all the publications with online access from ELSEVIER.

If we have more computers for the users and we want them to access from each computer only one publication (and more readers study simultaneous, but different publications), when we sign in, we have to use different e-mails for each purchased book (fig. 9).

In the classical acquisition policy, it was important to continue the subscription to the publications in print format required by the public of the library. The same problem of the continuity occurs in the acquisition of a database because the librarians and the users must learn how to use properly this searching tool and to know all the facilities. This may be called ‘forming’ of a new type of reader, a process that consumes time and human resources (librarians who provide training to the readers) or materials (posters, folders with explanations, etc.).

The librarian – user communication is essential for the identification of the subjects that must be supplied with informative material and of the type of publication (book or journal, in print or electronic format, access to a database, etc.) that is preferred by the public.

The decision of acquisition must be taken only after a correct evaluation of the offers of publications and databases.

The acquisition of publications is the subject of a continuous process of change, in order to achieve the most efficient means of documentation, developed by the progress of science and information technology.





























































