PAGE  
4

AN OPEN ARCHIVE FOR “ZOOPROFILATTICI SPERIMENTALI” INSTITUTES PUBLICATIONS
L. Fruttini, E. Piras, I. Massirio, M. Bucciarelli, S. Guarise, L. Pitaro,

E. Alberti, A. D'Orazi, L. Lombardi, P. Gradito
Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Umbria e delle Marche, Perugia - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sardegna , Sassari - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia ed Emilia Romagna, Brescia - Italy Istituto Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell'Abruzzo e Molise, Teramo - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie , Padova - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Mezzogiorno, Portici - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte,Valle d'Aosta e Liguria  ,Torino - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Sicilia , Palermo - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Puglia e Basilicata, Foggia - Italy 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e Toscana, Roma - Italy 

l.fruttini@pg.izs.it
AIM
The present study concerns the implementation of an Open Access Repository to foster the research activity in the veterinary field accomplished by "II.ZZ.SS." (Istituti Zooprofilattici Sperimentali - Experimental Zooprophilactic Institutes) in Italy. This project aims at implementing a database pertaining to the ordinary scientific publications as well as the "grey literature", which is usually weakly disseminated.
INTRODUCTION
At present, creation of information repositories, organized as Open Archives, represents a new editorial strategy of great interest. The aim is to guarantee the best dissemination of the research results in specific sectors.

This possibility is pursued by many institutes which participate at the "Zooprofilattici Sperimentali" Institutes  - II.ZZ.SS." network. In fact, these institutions produce, as a result of their institutional activity, a high number of researches in the public veterinary health, environmental and food security field.

This activity is of an outstanding concern for the operators who work in the human and animal health and in the food safety areas (Fruttini 2002; Ciappelloni 2004). For the purpose to disseminate the results of such activities, a group of experts has been established among the Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes, aimed at evaluating the possibility to build a specific Open Archive.

The target is the efficient sharing of study and research activity results, either with the ten institutes’s researchers and with the national health system’s operators.
For the accomplishment of this project, it is essential an appropriate preparation in scientific literature management and a solid professional motivation of the staff, including researchers  and technicians (Fruttini and Ciappelloni, 2003).
The feasibility of a project, which involves the Open Archive Initiative (http://www.openarchives.org/) approach, depends, above all, on the quality of its components, in particular on human resources. For this reason, as a first step, the technical scientific qualifications of the personnel, who constitutes the research framework and Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes’ advanced services, have been evaluated.
METHODS
In order to evaluate the feasibility of an II.ZZ.SS. publication dissemination service, based on an Open Archive, it has been chosen the "witness interview" method.
This approach has been used for a research on "the evaluation of the bibliographic resources use" previously accomplished (Pitaro et al., 2001; Fruttini et al., 2004).

For this purpose, a questionnaire, with open and close answers, has been elaborated and delivered to 756 Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes workers. The sample is a representative sample of technical scientific workers, regularly on duty, at the Zooprofilattici and in agreement with the ASL’s (Local Health Enterprise) medical doctors and vets. This evaluation has given an indication in order to understand the impact on the information diffusion, using an Open Archive and the other open access information technologies.
Answers have been analyzed and graphics have been drawn in order to highlight the two basic trends:
1. IZS scenario’s congruity as regards Open Access initiatives;

2. Expressed requirements (and priorities) for the improvement of the Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes scientific documentary information.
The results have been discussed by a panel of experts, all working at the Zooprofilattici Institutes, scientific libraries, scientific journals and as veterinary practitioners.
RESULTS
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Figure 1: Information requirements expressed
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Figure 2: Information priority expressed
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1. Better knowledge of the services offered by the libraries.

2. Biomedical databases online use.

3. Database and administrative, law resources.

4. Access to bibliographic resources through internet.

5. Scientific documents’ ways of elaboration and publication.

6. Information to scientific publication authors (IF, copyright, privacy, security).

7. Personalised services and editorial products (bibliographic bulletins, reviews, law newsletters.

8. Not available.

No – consideration omitted
The 85% of the interviewed declared not to have any particular difficulty in using the databases while the 82% of the interviewed has considered useful to consult their publications through an online catalogue.

Through the analysis of the information requirements expressed, some peculiar points are remarked; interviewed people ask for:

· personalised services and specific editorial products such as: bibliographic bulletins, techno – scientific newsletters, press reviews, information products edited and cured by the bibliographic services.
People also wish to be informed on particularly important subjects such as: Impact Factor, copyright, privacy, computer security, open access policy. More information are requested in order to elaborate publications, scientific documents and  access to bibliographic resources via internet (receiving information on the biomedical databases use, having more knowledge of the services offered by the Institute’s library).

An important point seems to be represented by the need to share researches data on the Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes network. This represents a "critical matter", in some key sectors, such as the epidemiologic and the food security domain.
The priority shown by the group of scientists interviewed, as concern the information requirements, points out the following trend percentages:
· 27% would like to have a information and a good education offer, concerning the access to bibliographic resources through the Internet;

· 17% would like to have an improvement of the databases use and of the services offered by the libraries;

· finally the 14% of the interviewed would ask to have suggestions on scientific document elaboration and publication.

This trend proves that the bibliographic service is nowadays conceived as a "global meeting point", oriented to the advanced information access on the bibliographic and scientific field.
CONCLUSIONS
Researchers have answered to the questionnaire, regarding library information requests, showing a deep concern on the topic treated and pointing out the feasibility of an Open Archive concerning the Zooprofilattici Sperimentali Institutes’ activity (concerning data analysis, conference papers, pictures and photographs).

What we have been saying until now, implies a meaningful evolution of the librarian’s role.
There is a change in his professional expertise; he passes from information provider to "culture organizer".
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