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Here follows a tour de force in the current availability of features in search engines, tools, toolbars, extensions to browsers, free databases and repositories. While there are a great number of them available, not all of them are of major importance to the bio-medical librarian. The items presented here were tested and approved of by the author. Consequently only a selection of what exist is given here.
As can easily be seen from a search for a certain key-word within two search engines or a simultaneous search in Google and Yahoo! Search here:

http://www.googleguy.de/google-yahoo/google-yahoo.html, 
or a comparison of hits of various search engines here:

http://ranking.thumbshots.com/search.pxf,
(not in the higher Firefox updates)

two different search engines, let alone more, do not yield congruent results. This strongly suggests to use several search engines for the same query, if a unique source is not found with one or if an open search is performed. Here follows an overview of the current main search engines available and their use in the browsers Internet Explorer and Firefox. While Internet Explorer is unique, Firefox is a development of Mozilla and uses the same backbone structure as that and Netscape. There are four main search engines:

· Ask.com
· Google
· MSN Search
· Yahoo! Search
All four are searched in:

· Dogpile
A closer look at these four search engines reveals improved facilities in the advanced search fields which have different names for different search engines. There are two special Google search engines besides the main search engine, namely the 
· Google Book Search (for books)

· Google Scholar (for scientific use)

both also available in the advanced search mode.

In all these search engines it was possible to pre-compose a structured search, whereas in the following which are rapidly catching up with the aforementioned we have in addition to advanced searches also structured results from simple searches plus some interesting features:
· Clusty
· Exalead
· Gigablast
The latter of which also allows a click through to the 
· Wayback Machine
In Addition to these there are two flexible search engines by Yahoo!

· Alltheweb Livesearch
· Yahoo! Mindset
Many of these can be added to the Firefox search fox by simply opening its pull down menu and then clicking on the “add search engines”-button or, in the new 2. Beta 1 release the “manage search engines”-button and then the “add search engines”-button. However, the install menu:
http://mycroft.mozdev.org/install.html
loads faster.

In this release it is possible to arrange the order of the search engines by simply moving them with the mouse, just like the different functions in ask.com. Thus Firefox becomes like a virtual search engine with a multiple choice which can keep the query and merely change the search engines.
In addition the more scientific queries could be answered by search engines not designed by the computer industry, but publishers and public organisations:
· Scirus
Elsevier-search engine for full Texts, websites and other, about the closest competitor to Google Scholar
· E-Biosci
variable searchengine 

· Science.gov
various subjects, cumulates various databases
· DBIS
Database-information-system (a list of available databases with indication of licensing or free availability)
· Biotoolbar
download page; toolbar for Firefox-Browser covering Biology data (not compatible- July 31st, 2006 – with Firefox 2 Beta 1)
· deff
Danish Eletronic Research Library cumulates various databases
Open Access to Full Texts


· BioMed Central 
not completely Open Access, but to a great extent 
· Highwire Press 

all subjects 
· DOAJ 

all subjects 
· German Medical Science 
· Scielo 

all subjects 
· MEIND 

all subjects, metadata lead to article level
· OAIster 

all subjects, metadata lead to article level
· arXiv
preprints,  science 
The largest directory to E-journals is 
· EZB 
which indicates the availability by traffic light symbols: green means freely available, yellow means licensed for the domain accessing, red means no access for the domain in question.
There are also some virtual libraries and gateways in the subjects of Medicine, Pharmacy and Veterinary Medicine. These are interesting in so far, as they consist of handpicked and quality controlled resources. The availability of the links is regularly checked.
MedPilot

The virtual library of Veterinary Medicine and General Parasitology
Virtual Library of Pharmacy
Intute: Health and Lifesciences: Medicine
(formerly OMNI)

Intute: Health and Lifesciences: Veterinary

(formerly Vetgate)
Intute: Health and Lifesciences: Bioresearch

(formerly BioResearch)
