Student-activating methods and information retrieval

Introduction

This poster presents a successful co-operative project between the University Library and the Department of Educational Development at the Karolinska Institute. The project resulted in a course in student-activating methods (SAM).

The project increased the:

·  information retrieval skills and educational awareness of the teachers 

·  information retrieval skills of the educationalists

·  didactic skills and educational awareness of the teaching librarians

·  interaction and communication between the departments
SAM?

SAM are practical methods (for example: snowballing, forbidden notes, stealing and buzz-groups) that support a reflective learning environment and contructivistic ideas of learning.
Aims and background

The aim was to let the academic teachers experience SAM and discuss how SAM can be used to create a learning-positive environment for the students.

Further aims were to enhance the information retrieval skills of the teachers, enhance the teaching librarian’s didactic skills and educational awareness and increase the interaction and communication between the departments.

Why SAM?

In order to improve the learning experience of students, library teaching needs to be more learning-centered. SAM allows for increased learning activity and interaction between students. It generates curiosity and the will to learn. SAM also creates a more interesting teaching experience for librarians.

Why information retrieval?

Academic teachers generally don’t have the time to get updated in information retrieval. They and their students would benefit from increased knowledge in the field, with the goal of developing lifelong information literacy.
Course design

The course was designed to let the participants learn some useful student-activating methods  by experiencing them as methods of learning information retrieval.

The librarian used SAM in his or her teaching session and afterwards the educationalist led a theoretical discussion about the methods used.

Each day ended with a discussion about how the methods could be applied to the teacher’s own courses.
Conclusions

The course was a success for all parts. 

The librarians learnt methods to improve library education, the educationalists learnt more about information retrieval and the academic teachers learnt about both SAM and information retrieval. 

Students now benefit from the introduction of SAM into library education, and hopefully into other areas of teaching at the Karolinska Institute as well?

The interaction and communication between the University Library and the Department of Educational Development has developed as a result of the project.
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