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Introduction

· Systematic reviews provide the evidence to underpin evidence-based medicine and are becoming a vital part not only of the process of summarising existing research but also of the process of planning future research. The expertise of a librarian directly involved in the process is vital.

· Chart 1 illustrates the role of the librarian in carrying out systematic reviews. Throughout this process the librarian is in partnership working closely with the lead clinician, and the Welsh Child Protection Systematic Review Group consisting of over 25 reviewers from across Wales, including specialist nurses in child protection, paediatricians and where needed other specialties were consulted such as forensic pathologists for the Child PrOtection Bruises Review.
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The Search

· A systematic electronic search was carried out for papers published from 1958 to January 2004

· Textbooks and conference abstracts were also checked for references

Key words and phrases

· Child














· Child Abuse

· Child protection

· Bruising

· Contusion

· Physical Abuse

· Serial Abuse

· Non-Accidental Injury

· Non-accidental Trauma

· Physical Punishment

· Battered baby syndrome

· Battered child syndrome

· Shaken baby syndrome

· Dating bruises

· Patterns of bruises

· Bruising in children, childhood

· Hemosiderosis or hemosiderin

· petechiae or ecchymoses

· Hemosiderosis or hemosiderin

· Petechiae or ecchymoses
Databases searched 1958-2004

· ASSIA 

· Caredata 

· Child Data 

· CINAHL 

· Embase 

· Medline 

· Medline In-Process

· PsycINFO 

· Science Citation Index

· SIGLE

· Social Science Citation Index 

· TRIP database

Challenges faced

· During the process the question is often refocused therefore:

· search strategy has to change

· Keywords added

· Keywords deleted

· inclusion and exclusion criteria refined

· Other challenges include:

· incorrect citations

· locating foreign language papers

· locating theses

· delay in publication

The findings of this first review will underpin:

· A new training manual of child protection for doctors through the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health

· Development of posters and leaflets in conjunction with the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) for training non-paediatric medical staff, nurses, nursery nurses and social workers

· Identification of new forensic methods of assessing bruises in children who may have been abused

Dissemination

· The findings of this review have been presented at Paediatric and Multi-agency conferences and have been accepted for publication in Archives of Disease in Childhood

Conclusion

· This is the first in a series of systematic reviews of physical child abuse.  It is a collaborative project between Information Services and the Department of Child Health at Cardiff University supported by the NSPCC.  The results of this project are already bringing about change in working practices not only of paediatricians but also of other medical and non-medical staff across the United Kingdom. This is a primary example of where the role of the librarian is effective in supporting evidence-based medicine

Reviews to follow

· Child PrOtection Fractures Study

· Child PrOtection Dental Aspects Study

· Child PrOtection Burns Study
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