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• Users need a lot of information for scientific 
work and for patient care. But they have no 
time to spend up hours for information and 
literature research. They ask for simple search
strategies and one main access point where they 
can find all the information they need. 

• The medical library must act as medical
information and literature portal: Users expect a 
simple and free access to databases, multimedia 
products and full texts as well as to evaluated 
Internet links and congress information. 



• German Research Foundation granted a 
two-year project to ZBMed 

• 1 physician and 1 computer expert 
• 80.000 Euro for software licences



• Virtual Library collecting catalogues of 
several libraries, bibliographic, factual and 
hyperlink databases 

• Simple search menu (Google-like)
• „One-Search“ facility: quick and reliable
• Includes availability search and document 

ordering facility (also a link to subito) as
well as pay-per-view options





































• Future developments:
- Alerting service and delivery of 
individualized information packages
- Subportals for a lot of medical specialities
- E-Commerce for payment 
- Linguistic sophistication of retrieval 
procedures

• Periodic user-surveys and a „Board of Users“


