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Questionnaire

An international comparative study

Situation of biomedical libraries and librarians
About libraries and librarians of National Health Services

(excluding the private sector)
N°. ___________


Country: ________________________

Section A
The biomedical librarian: a professional role legally recognized ?
· Is the status of the librarian and the documentalist and/or information specialist recognised by law in the public health service in your country?

Librarian                                    


YES [   ]     NO [   ]

Documentalist/Information specialist                   YES [   ]     NO [   ]

Other ______________________________________________________________________

· If YES, indicate the legally recognized professional roles:

1)___________________________________________________________________________

Educational qualification and training required: ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2)___________________________________________________________________________

Educational qualification and training required: ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3)___________________________________________________________________________

Educational qualification and training required: ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
(In case of more than 3 qualifications, indicate them in the observation section A)

Observations on section A: ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section B

The biomedical librarian:

Professional training, registers and associations
· In the educational system of your country are there specific study courses to become a biomedical librarian and/or documentalist/information specialist?   YES [   ]    NO [   ]

If YES, describe them:
Course of study: ______________________________________________________________

Educational qualification: _______________________________________________________

High school diploma     
             [   ]
Degree



[   ]
Post-graduate specialization
[   ]
Other [   ] Specify: _____________________________________________________________

Is  a training period required? YES [   ]    NO [   ]

For how long? _____________________________

Course of study: ______________________________________________________________

Educational qualification: _______________________________________________________

High school diploma     
             [   ]
Degree



[   ]
Post-graduate specialization
[   ]
Other [   ] Specify: _____________________________________________________________

Is  a training period required? YES [   ]    NO [   ]

For how long? _____________________________

Course of study: ______________________________________________________________

Educational qualification: _______________________________________________________

High school diploma     
             [   ]
Degree



[   ]
Post-graduate specialization
[   ]
Other [   ] Specify: _____________________________________________________________

Is  a training period required? YES [   ]    NO [   ]

For how long? _____________________________

Course of study: ______________________________________________________________

Educational qualification: _______________________________________________________

High school diploma     
             [   ]
Degree



[   ]
Post-graduate specialization
[   ]
Other [   ] Specify: _____________________________________________________________

Is  a training period required? YES [   ]    NO [   ]

For how long? _____________________________

(If there are more than 4 courses, indicate the others in the observation section B)
· To practise the profession, must you be officially registered?  
YES [   ] NO [   ]

To which registers? ______________________________________________________

· Is/Are there also a/any specific register/s for biomedical librarians?  
  
YES [   ]  NO [   ]

Which? ______________________________________________________________

Please, could you send us a copy of regulations of this/these register/s ?________________ 

· Are biomedical librarians organized in a/any professional association/s? 
YES [   ]  NO [   ]

Autonomous?  YES [   ]  NO [   ]

Which? __________________________________________________________

As part of  another association?  YES [   ] NO [   ]

Which? ___________________________________________________________

Please, could you send us a copy of the statute of this/these association/s ?________________

OBSERVATIONS ON SECTION B: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Section C
Organization of the libraries: networks and consortia

· According to law in your country do the libraries and/or documentation centers and/or information centers have to be in every hospital/health institute? YES [   ]   NO [   ]

· What rules or laws establish this in your country?__________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Are there really libraries and/or documentation centers and/or information centers in the hospital/health institutes in your country? in all [ ]   in most [ ]   only in some [ ]  in none [ ]

· In your country is/are there a/the network/s of biomedical libraries?

On a territorial level (regional, local, etc.)  YES [   ]   NO [   ]

Which? __________________________________________________________

On a national level                                       YES [   ]  NO [   ]

Which? __________________________________________________________

· Are the  networks of the biomedical libraries financed? 

(check even more than one answer)
by individual libraries                   YES [   ]  NO [   ]

by local/regional authorities         YES [   ]  NO [   ]

by the state                                    YES [   ]  NO [   ]

other                                              YES [   ]  NO [   ]

____________________________________________________________________________

If so, indicate to what extent the above-named structures contribute towards the financing ____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

· Are there consortia of the biomedical libraries for purchases?

NO [   ]   YES, at the local level [   ]     YES, at the national level [   ]

What other kinds of consortia of the biomedical libraries are there in your country? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

OBSERVATIONS ON SECTION C: ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes  for the compiler:   Please, fill out the questionnaire in capital letters and in English language.  Each section has a space for observations which can be as extensive as you wish in order to provide complete answers.  Please use this space if you think it necessary.  We would be pleased to receive documentation, bibliographic references or the addresses of people in your country that can provide other elements on the issues raised by this questionnaire.  

We thank you for your kind collaboration.

Date ______________________

Name and last name, institutional address,  phone, fax, e-mail of the compiler _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Please return this questionnaire by e-mail, regular mail or fax to:

dott.ssa G. Cognetti: Biblioteca Istituto Regina Elena. Viale Regina Elena, 291 00161 Roma

Tel/fax 0039 06 52662216-  e-mail g.cognetti@ifo.it

Rome, 26/08/200

Dear Colleagues,


some months ago a group of Italian biomedical librarians/documentalists - BDS (Bibliotecari Documentalisti Sanità) -, was created with the aim of coordinating and promoting information and documentation activities in the health sector on a national level. 

The BDS group is currently conducting a study on biomedical libraries and documentation centers in Italy under the sponsorship of the Italian Ministry of Health.  On the basis of the first results of this study, the  BDS group, with the cooperation of the Scientific Library of the Regina Elena National Cancer Institute and the Scientific Library of the Istituto Dermopatico dell’Immacolata in Rome, decided to continue the survey on an international level and to study the problems regarding the role of the biomedical librarians and the organization of the biomedical libraries in the public health structures of the various European and non-European countries.  For this purpose we are sending the enclosed questionnaire to information specialists of the various countries to carry out this comparative study.


We are therefore kindly asking you to collaborate in this initiative, by returning the completed questionnaire to us by September 20th, 2000 by fax, regular mail, or e-mail.  In addition, if you have interesting documentation or know of  experts on any of the issues raised by  the questionnaire in your country, please let us know.


The names of those who will respond will be listed in the results of the study which will be sent to those who have adhered to this project. 


Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation, we look forward to hearing from you soon.


With best wishes,

Rossella Aprea                    


Gaetana Cognetti

IDI Scientific Library 



IRE Scientific Library 

BDS National Coordinator


BDS National Vice-Coordinator
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