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RICERCA BIOMEDICA,  E BANCHE  
NEL "VILLAGGIO ELETTRONICO" 

Enzo CASOLINO 

D i r e t t o r e  B l b l l o t e c a Centrale 
d e l  Nazlonale   
 

Prima d l  n e l  d e l l a r e l a z l o n e , ml corre  d l 
 che l e   e  d l organlzzazlone su 

 mi soffermerö non  sono r l v o l t e  g e n e r a l l t a d e l l e b l b l l o t e c h e 
medlche o  

 r l t e n g o che  b l b l l o t e c a è un   a sè   quanto deve 
vedersela con l a sua p r o p r i a s t o r l a e s o p r a t t u t t o con 11 p r o p r l o  
c u l t u r a l e . 

 ml  ad una b l b l l o t e c a s c l e n t l f l c a   o 
che copra anche  biomedlca, aperta a l  e  non una 
b l b l l o t e c a d l I s t l t u t o , a  d l un l e t t o r e  che è   
r i c e r c a t o r e . 
Detto questo, non  d e t t o che talune  non possano essere 
r a p p o r t a t e anche ad   I n f a t t l , guardando  d e l  non 
sempre  prova solo l n v l d l a : a v o l t e s i  anche. Ed  personalmente 
ml attendo m o l t i  da questa Conferenza  

 p r o f i l o d e l r i c e r c a t o r e biomedico s t a mutando  q u e s t l u l t l m i a n n l.  
 i n  r l g u a r d a anche   s e t t o r i  come 

l a f l s l c a , l a  a l c u n l s e t t o r i d e l l a   e l e 
r l c e r c h e  i n generale 1 s e t t o r i d l d i s c i p l i n e  
da un e l e v a t o grado d l  

La stessa manlera d l l a v o r a r e d e l r i c e r c a t o r e biomedico ( i n  11 
biomedico  che 11 r i c e r c a t o r e  s t a mutando  q u e s t l  
a n n l .  sono   d l questa   s v a l u t a z l o n e 

    d e l   r i c e r c a ) . Qui  
 p r l n c l p a l m e n t e   che l n qualche modo hanno 

  d e l l e b l b l l o t e c h e e d e l c e n t r l  
 

I l n o s t r o r i c e r c a t o r e -  a quanto  appena qualche 
decennlo  - tende a   perlodo complesslvo d l  
i n c e n t r l d l r i c e r c a a l l ' e s t e r o , ma  aumenta l a frequenza 

   e d e l   con  c e n t r l . Nol  
- n e l corso d e l perlodo   s c l e n t l f l c a d e l r i c e r c a t o r e - un 

 soggiorno  d l borsa d l s t u d i o i n un centro  eccellenza 
s c l e n t l f l c a ,  da un c o n s i s t e n t e perlodo d l  n e l paese d l 
o r i g i n e ,   1   spostamenti l n  d l 
convegnl e  

I n qualche  i l perlodo d l ap p r e n d i s t a t o  speso a l l ' e s t e r o s i 
 , per  f a t t o che t u t t a l a  s c l e n t l f l c a  c o s t e l l a t a da 

quasi  s o g g l o r n l d l  e r i c e r c a presso c e n t r l  r i c e r c a 
e s t e r l con c u l - e  s t a 11 dato p l u c a r a t t e r l s t l c o - abltualmente s i 
c o l l a b o r a l n   d l  
La  t r a c e n t r l d l r i c e r c a d l   d l v l e n e c o s i 
concreta e  l n quanto  programml  r i c e r c a vengono c o n c e p l t l 
i n comune e l n comune vengono   sempre p l u s l 

 l a  e l a  per s t u d i o s i  d l 
"tenere c a t t e d r a " contemporaneamente  due d i v e r s e  europee o 
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anche d l  contemporaneamente su questa e  sponda 
 senza m l g r a z l o n l forzose o d e f i n i t i v e . 

S l puo r l t e n e r e che questo  corso d l comportamentl d e t e r m l n l 
generalmente e f f e t t l p l u   per 1   dato 
che 11 fenomeno d e l drenagglo d e l c e r v e l l l è    per   
p r a t l c a e meno  per   a c c e t t a . 
I n I t a l i a ad  i n q u e s t l  annl s i è  a s s l s t l t o - g r a z l e anche 
ad una l l l u m l n a t a p o l i t i c a p r a t l c a t a d a l C.N.R. - a l r l e n t r o   

   s c l e n z l a t l  c h l a r a  t r a c u l a l c u n l  Nobel. 
Ma anche a questo punto occorre s o t t o l l n e a r e che 11 r l e n t r o  I t a l i a non è 

 per q u e s t l s t u d i o s i , abbandonando  "11 posto d l 
l a v o r o "  USA. I n sostanza s l è  avuto un  per t u t t i g r a z l e 
ad una m l g l l o r e u t l l l z z a z l o n e d e l l e  

A veder bene, p o l , t r a l e r i s o r s e d l c u l parllamo e che consentono d l 
av v l a r e q u e s t l fenomenl d l masslma u t l l l z z a z l o n e d e l c e r v e l l l , s l c o l l o c a 

 11 progresso enorme d e l l e  che l a  
 e tecnologlcamente   a l s e r v l z l o anche d e l l a 

sclenza. R a p i d l t a d l spostamenti g r a z l e a l mezzo aereo, r a p i d l t a d l 
  t r a m l t e l e   e 

 

 r i c e r c a t o r e biomedico s c e g l l e  q u l n d l , d l l a v o r a r e n e l p r o p r l o 
paese solo se e l n quanto  s l sente i n  con  top d e l l a r i c e r c a 
biomedlca, con 11 centro  e c c e l l e n z a che piü l o  a t t r a e per comunanza d l 
i n t e r e s s l  Oggl   c a l c o l a t o r e , l a b l b l l o t e c a moderna 

 consentono d l avere l e   I t a l i a o l n  e 11 c e r v e l l o n e g l l 
USA, o  La contlnua   c o n t r o l l o d e l r l s u l t a t l , l a 

 e correzlone d e l l e    vengono a s s l c u r a t e 
    on  d l  s c i e n t i f l c i o 

t r a m l t e d i s c o .  d e l d a t l  l a r i c e r c a 
 s t r a n l e r o , l a conoscenza d l standards,  

    vengono a s s l c u r a t e d a l l e banche d a t l , 
d a l s u p p o r t l " f u l l t e x t " , d a l l e b l b l l o t e c h e e c e n t r l d l  

  che se  non ha a  o pegglo se ha a  
una r e t e  d l s e r v l z l  e d l comunlcazlone, quel 
r i c e r c a t o r e sara f u o r v l a t o n e l  r l s u l t a t l s c i e n t i f l c i , non p o t r a 

 r a p p o r t i  c o p a r t n e r s h i p con  c e n t r l  d l r i c e r c a e 
dovra  l a v l a  

Da q u i 11  - e l a r e l a t i v a  - che assume 11 
 11   a l   e 

 d l una buona r i c e r c a biomedlca n e l p r o p r l o paese.  
  s i pone per 1  europel  che per  USA, p r o p r l o 

  f l u s s o  d e l   l n passato s l è 
 verso  USA e non verso  

Per quanto r l g u a r d a questa tendenza a l nomadlsmo che d a l dopoguerra  p o l 
s i è  sempre  accentuata   s c l e n t l f l c a  va 
anche d e t t o che esso  manlfesta come un blsogno  d e l 
r i c e r c a t o r e e  s t u d l o s o .  conosce oggl  un 
r l n n o v a t o fenomeno d l  s c l e n t l f l c a che f a r l v l v e r e l e  

 d e l " c l e r i c i vagantes" (è  bene   questa Bologna 
 o s p l t a l e per s t u d e n t l e s t u d i o s i , g r a z l e  sua "Alma 

mater studiorum" che    novecento annl   
I c o n t a t t l t r a s t u d i o s i e r l c e r c a t o r l s i sommano a l f l u s s o m i g r a t o r l o 
s t a g l o n a l e che s i s t a  anche t r a s t u d e n t l  scuole 
"undergraduate". Se andranno i n p o r t o - come  andranno i n sede 
europea - 1 p r o p o s i t i d l  l e  europee  una unica r e t e 
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d i d a t t l c a  grado  c o n f e r i r e lauree e   d a l 
f a t t o r e d e l l a n a z i o n a l l t a e d e l l a " l e x l o c i " ( v e d i p r o g e t t o  non s i 
p o t r a non pensare a l l e b l b l l o t e c h e e a i c e n t r l d l  
s c l e n t l f l c a come ad organlsml o p e r a n t l  come un   
documentarlo e centro d l supporto c u l t u r a l e per l a r i c e r c a e l a  

   devono operare n e l  e non solo  
come   accesso, r i c e r c a e  d i d a t l e documentl. 

 p a r t e - occorre  - con questo,  slstema  
europeo  presents all'appuntamento d e l l a s t o r l a c u l t u r a l e europea con un 
qualche  non certamente dovuto   d e l s u p p o r t l  

 pensare che t a l e  d l c e n t r l , d l  d i s e r v l z l , è   
 i n  s e t t o r i :  11 s e t t o r e s c l e n t l f l c o non ha  

b e n e f l c l o purtroppo d e l l a n o v l t a . S l pensl   r e a l l z z a t a n e l 
s e t t o r e    Sl pensl a l l e  i n 
a t t o  agenzle d l n o t l z l e e n e l  s l pensl a l   

 s l  osservare che  anche c u l t u r a l e e non solo 
economlca d l q u e s t l s e t t o r i non è a f f a t t o  secondarla e t a l u n e i n t e r a z l o n l 
d i  s e t t o r i con 11 slstema b i b l i o t e c a r l o potrebbero essere f r u t t u o s e . 
Quindl  n e l  d e l  e l e t t r o n l c o . Lo s v l l u p p o d e l l e 

  d e l   
 d e l l e c u l t u r e e d e l l e  c l p o r t a a v l v e r e  

 d e l v i l l a g g i o : s l sa t u t t o s l t u t t i , f o r s e anche troppo. 
Per c o n t r o ,  che era  è d l v e n t a t o   Si pensl a l l e 

 a l l a   a l  d e l t r a f f l c o e a l l e 
d l s f u n z l o n l n e l s e r v l z l p u b b l l c l che c a r a t t e r l z z a n o ormal buona pa r t e d e l l e 

  c a p i t a l l europee e  Occorre piü  tempo per a t t r a v e r s a r e 
Roma che andare i n aereo a  

La b l b l l o t e c a deve   d e l f a t t o che l a  d e l s e r v l z l da 
p a r t e d e l l ' u t e n t e è  d l v enuta  onerosa. Se vogllamo che 11 l l v e l o d l 
u t l l l z z a z l o n e d i questo   c u l t u r a l e qual'è  11 
slstema  e documentarlo non perda   e 

 n e l p r o c e s s l  occorre  l n a t t o t u t t e l e 
 per recuperare 1 gaps d e l l e d l s f u n z l o n l n e l s e r v l z l ,  

d a l l e  d e l l e  o  Stato. 

Certo una b l b l l o t e c a non p o t r a  a g e s t l r e - d l norma - 1 s e r v l z l 
d l a u t o l l n e e , ma dovra certamente  c a r i c o d e l   parcheggl, 
d e l s e r v l z l d l r l s t o r o e -  - anche d l a l l o g g l o per un  
d i u t e n t e che oggl  l n b l b l l o t e c a quanto meno per una g l o r n a t a i n t e r a 
e intende s f r u t t a r e a l   suo tempo. 

Occorre  che  - che a f f r o n t a d i norma un  e s t r e s s a n t e 
percorso urbano per v e n i r e  b l b l l o t e c a -   q u e l l o che 
- i n documentl,  e d a t l - a s p e t t a d l t r o v a r e ,  

 che l a b l b l l o t e c a non è  una s t r u t t u r a  
Per questo è  necessarlo che una b l b l l o t e c a ,  p a r t l c o l a r e una b l b l l t o e c a 
s c l e n t l f l c a che opera   n o v l t a d e l l e l n f o r m a z l o n l , 

 d e l l e  d e l r e p e r t o r l  d e l l e banche  
d a t l   un adeguato s e r v i z i o ' d i l n f o r m a z l o n l a 

 (per t e l e f o n o o on  poco  r l v o l t o ad a s s l c u r a r e ,  
l e t t o r e i n t e r r o g a n t e che quel c e r t o numero d e l l a  non solo è 
posseduto d a l l a B l b l l o t e c a , ma che non è   r l l e g a t u r a o i n  e che 
è   per l a l e t t u r a e  

Andando a v a n t l con   c l rendlamo conto che d l v l e n e 
necessarlo r e a l l z z a r e d e l l e  nuove   
con  b l b l l o t e c h e ,  per    d i accesso d e l l a 
b l b l l o t e c a da p a r t e d e l l ' u t e n t e . La b l b l l t o e c a monosede deve 
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necessarlamente  s u l t e r r l t o r l o urbano   da  
  c r u c l a l l , o   c r u c l a l l d a l suo  d l utenza. 
Non s l t r a t t a - come ognuno  c a p l r e - d l spostare necessarlamente l a 
sede o d l m o l t l p l l c a r e necessarlamente l e se d l  d e l l a b l b l l o t e c a . S l 
a r r l v e r a a questo solo se non c l sono   Ma   
essere consegulto, d l norma, r e a l l z z a n d o  c a t a l o g h l   
da p u n t l d l v e r s l d e l l a  ma agglungendo a b e n e f l c l o d e l l ' u t e n t e anche 

 A s s l c u r a r l o preventlvamente che quanto  r l c h l e d e  puö 
essere  a d l s p o s l z l o n e  q u e l dato g l o r n o . 

Su questa s t r a d a , perö c l   che  essere p r e p a r a t l anche ad 
un  r l p o d l r l c h l e s t a .  q u e l l a  f a r avere a l r i c e r c a t o r e - che 

 p r o p r i a banca d a t l ha   l a r i c e r c a  - 11 
t e s t o d l quanto d e s l d e r a t o . La B l b l l o t e c a c e n t r a l e d e l CNR, ad  s t a 
sperlmentando un  d l  d e l i v e r y anche a  d l u t e n t l 
d e l l ' a r e a d l  medlante t e l e f a x e posta e l e t t r o n l c a . 

Le t e c n o l o g l e   dato un c o n t r l b u t o  a l l a 
 d e l l e l n f o r m a z l o n l e a l l a  d l comunlcazlone. I n 

 caso s l puö  r l t e n e r e che anche per 1 s e t t o r i s c i e n t i f l c i   
 d e l  è a l     dopo  

d l c a r a t t e r e  l a b l b l l o t e c a  sede d i conoscenza e d l 
c u l t u r a : certamente non  sede m o n o p o l l s t l c a , ma questo è un  bene per 
t u t t i . D ' a l t r a p a r t e è  anche f a c i l e prevedere che q u e l l e b l b l l o t e c h e che 
non saranno  grado d l  anche q u e s t l  s e r v l z l " verranno 
e l i m i n a t e d a l   r i c e r c a t o r e certamente o t t e r r a  
che  o c corre. Oggl l a t e l e m a t i c a   l a  d l superare 

 d l tempo e d l spazlo chledendo per esemplo,  Stanford 
U n i v e r s i t y , q u e l l o che non  ad avere d a l l a b l b l l o t e c a s o t t o casa. 
La b l b l l o t e c a , a sua v o l t a , che ha una  i n v e t e r a t a conoscenza d e l suo 
u t e n t e , è l n  grado - se  s u l l a strada d e l  t e c n o l o g l c o 
- d i o f f r i r e un p r o d o t t o  completo e  d l quanto non possa essere 
og g l l a stessa banca d a t l . 

 r i c e r c a t o r e  avere,  norma,  t e s t o completo  
g ratultamente o a   n e l mlnore tempo p o s s l b l l e .  a l t r o 
s o t t o p r o d o t t o non l o  o a d d l r l t t u r a puö  f u o r v l a r l o . Oggl  
banche d a t l   cose egregle (quale è   

 ma non   ad esemplo   
  a parere d l s v a r l a t l r l c e r c a t o r l ,  ad essere 

necessarlamente lacunoso, è  t a l v o l t a f u o r v l a n t e perchè non   spesso 
  da p a r t e d e l suo autor e , bensi q u e l l a d l 

 che ha  l ' a b s t r a c t . Cl sono c o n t r o v e r s i e  t r a  e 
g e s t o r i d l banche d a t l USA, r l g u a r d a n t l    d e l l ' o p e r a 

 A questo p r o p o s l t o ,   r l l e v a r e che i n 
sede CEE non s i è   granchè per  quanto r l g u a r d a 11 regime 

 d e l l e banche  l e  e  d l  
 da c o p y r i g h t ,  

 r i c e r c a t o r e , un buon r i c e r c a t o r e   un a r t i c o l o s o t t o 
a n g o l l  non  che neppure l o stesso autore  
ha conceplto n e l  d e l l a sua r i c e r c a . Questo  d i r i c e r c a t o r e non 

  a b s t r a c t s , non   s o g g e t t l e  p r e f e r l s c e che  s l a 
c o n s e n t l t a una r i c e r c a , l a   p o s s l b l l e con parole  p r e l e v a t e 
d a l t l t o l o o d a l t e s t o  che non solo è  f a t t l b l l e con   
s o f t w a r e , ma rlduc e  tempi d l l a v o r o ) .  vuole  avere a 
dl s p o s l z l o n e   t e x t s u b i t o e non attenderne 11 r e c a p l t o t r a m l t e 
s e r v i z l o p o s t a l e . 

Orbene  p r o d o t t l  quasi  possono essere 
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 molto megllo d a l l a s t r u t t u r a b l b l l o t e c a che d a l l a
 d a t l , (ancor molto megllo possono essere r e a l l z z a t l d a l l a s t r u t t u r a 

r e t e d l b l b l l o t e c h e ) t a n t o  che  velocemente l e t e c n o l o g l e 
 D i s c h i  (DON) s l a r e l s c r l t t i b i l i che ROM. 

Comunque, per  1 s e r v l z l d a l l ' u t e n t e , occorre pensare ad una 
s t r e t t a  t r a b l b l l o t e c h e e banche d l d a t l . 

Come s l vede, 11 l a v o r o che s i  r e a l l z z a r e non è  poco,  re 
 a r r l c c h l s c e  e consapevolezza 

d l essere f o r z a  d e l l a r i c e r c a e d e l l a c u l t u r a europea e n a z l o n a l e . 
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realizzati malta meglio dalla struttura biblioteca che dalla struttura 
banca dati, (ancor malta meglio possono essere realizzati dalla struttura 
rete di biblioteche) tanto piu che progrediscono velocemente le tecnologie 
dei Dischi ottici numeric! (DON) sia reiscrittibili che ROM. 
Comunque, per migliorare i servizi dall' utente, occorre pens are ad una 
stretta collaborazione tra biblioteche e banche di dati. 
Come si vede, il lavoro che si puo realizzare non e poco, inoltre offre 
stimoli, arricchisce professionalita, riavviva motivazioni e consapevolezza 
di essere forza viva della ricerca e della cultura europea e nazionale. 
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INTEGRATION OP HEALTH INFORMATION INSTITUTES AND MEDICAL 

LIBRARIES - PREREQUISITE OP NEW QUALITY OP BIOMEDICAL 

INFORMATION SERVICES 

Jan  

I n s t i t u t e f o r Medical Information, Prague 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a 

P r e s e n t i n f o r m a t i o n philosophy, r e f l e c t e d  i n the 

WHO programmes, b u i l d s upon the i d e a of p a r i t y and equiva ­

l e n c e of the approach of the appropriate u s e r s c a t e g o r i e s 

towards h e a l t h i n f o r m a t i o n . Information w i t h a content p r o f i ­

l e corresponding to a broad spectrum of h e a l t h problems and 

formed predominantly by s c i e n t i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n i s i n  

I n f a c t i t i s a r e v i v a l of the i d e a i n c l u d e d i n the i n t e n ­

t i o n s v i v i f i e d i n the e a r l y e i g h t i e s by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

F e d e r a t i o n of L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n s and i t s s e c t i o n s , i n c l u ­

ding the  o f s c i e n t i f i c medical and b i o l o g i c a l l i b r a ­

r i e s . Union of information base with the development of h e a l t h 

s e r v i c e p e n e t r a t e s deeper and deeper i n the minds of p r o f e s s i o ­

n a l p u b l i c as i n d i s p e n s a b l e c o n d i t i o n , and i t i s t h i s frequen ­

t l y d e c l a r e d p r i n c i p l e which demonstrates the rapprochement 

of the s t a r t i n g p o i n t s of the advanced c o u n t r i e s i n the pre ­

 d i v i d e d world. The common b a s i c platforms seem perspec ­

t i v e f o r the cooperation w i t h i n the European and other r e g i o n s 

due to an i n t e l l e c t u a l agreement and e f f o r t s to achieve humane 

aims of h e a l t h s e r v i c e i n the present unsteady world. We cannot 

f a i l to see a number of b a r i e r s , h i n d e r i n g the a c c e s s to r e l e ­

vant i n f o r m a t i o n , accumulated under the i n f l u e n c e of v a r i o u s 

f a c t o r s , such as d i f f e r i n g advancement and c h a r a c t e r of a v a i ­

l a b l e computer d e v i c e s i n the s t a t e s of Western Europe and 

those of the s o c i a l i s t   i n l e g i s l a t i o n and 

i n the o v e r a l l c h a r a c t e r of the t e c h n o l o g i c a l base of i n f o r ­

mation systems, i n c l u d i n g r e p r o g r a p h i c a l and  
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t e c h n i q u e s . Even more marked are the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the 

experimental v e r i f i c a t i o n and i n t r o d u c t i o n of p r o g r e s s i v e 

techniques, such as  p u b l i c a t i o n , compact d i s k s , 

l o n g - d i s t a n c e t r a n s f e r of i n f o r m a t i o n u s i n g s a t e l l i t e s e t c . 

P r o g r e s s i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of s c i e n c e , i n c l u d i n g b i o ­

l o g i c a l and medical s c i e n c e s , g i v e s cause both f o r an i n c r e a ­

s i n g demand to r e a v a l u a t e the q u a l i t y of i n f o r m a t i o n i n f r a ­

s t r u c t u r e and f o r a more r a p i d t r a n s f e r from s t r i c t l y d e f i n e d 

n a t i o n a l systems towards i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n systems 

of a broad content spectrum. The newly formed European Asso ­

c i a t i o n f o r H e a l t h Information and L i b r a r i e s i s to take a 

s t i l l more a c t i v e part i n t h i s comprehensive process mainly 

i n the c o n s t r u c t i v e i n t e g r a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 

of the European r e g i o n , defined i n the frameworks of the 

fundamental documents of the A s s o c i a t i o n . I  not a spokes ­

man of the h e a l t h i n f o r m a t i o n and l i b r a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s of the 

s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , however, I dare to express my c o n v i c t i o n 

t h a t these i n s t i t u t i o n s have a l r e a d y r e p e a t e d l y expressed 

t h e i r r e a d i n e s s to cooperate and f u l l y p r o f e s s through t h e i r 

e x e c u t i v e - C o u n c i l of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Biomedical Informa ­

t i o n System Medinform - the i n f o r m a t i o n l i n e of WHO.  

take  a c t i v e p a r t i n propagation  d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 

m a t e r i a l s p u b l i s h e d by WHO i n d i f f e r e n t language v e r s i o n s 

and p l a y the r o l e of a s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t i c l e i n the 

formation of the p r e c o n d i t i o n s of t h e i r c o u n t r i e s to p a r t i c i ­

pate i n WHO programmes. I n t h i s r e s p e c t i t should be s t r e s s e d 

t h a t i n r e l a t i o n to the p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f f e r e d by WHO there 

i s a number of so f a r not f u l l y u t i l i z e d r e s e r v e s and t h a t 

not a l l medical l i b r a r i e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g i n the i n d i v i d u a l 

s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s the l e a d i n g l i b r a r i e s of the n a t i o n a l 

networks of p r o f e s s i o n a l h e a l t h l i b r a r i e s , have the s t a t u s 

of WHO deposit l i b r a r i e s . The step to be taken i s not only 

of o r g a n i z a t i o n and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n or p r e s t i g e c h a r a c t e r but 

i t i s a l s o a question of a m p l i f i c a t i o n of the a c t i v i t y spectrum 
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of t hose l i b r a r i e s w i t h   i n f l u e n c i n g the 
c h a r a c t e r of cooperation of the n a t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n f r a ­
s t r u c t u r e s with WHO, both i n the stage of conception and 
r e a l i z a t i o n . New f a c t s - the e x i s t e n c e of the A s s o c i a t i o n and 
the paraphrase of the main o b j e c t of WHO - H e a l t h f o r a l l up 
to the y e a r 2000 - i n t o information l e v e l - w i l l undoubtedly 
i n f l u e n c e the f u r t h e r course of i n t e g r a t i o n p r o c e s s e s i n Euro ­
pe and f i n d a t a n g i b l e e x p r e s s i o n i n improving i n f o r m a t i o n s e r ­
v i c e s . P o l i t i c a l  becoming more and more favourable and 
the broadening p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of c o n s t r u c ­
t i v e workers i n the f i e l d of h e a l t h i n f o r m a t i o n and l i b r a r y 
s c i e n c e are a c a t a l y s t i n the European in f o r m a t i o n i n t e g r a t i o n . 

The present p r o f i l e of the I n s t i t u t e f o r Medical I n f o r ­

mation  i s given by an organic, f u n c t i o n a l , o r g a n i z a t i o n 

 i d e o l o g i c a l union of the l i b r a r y component w i t h information 

s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . F u s i o n of both components implemented i n the 

s i x t i e s proved i n i t s f u r t h e r development as a p r i n c i p l e upon 

which to b u i l d an i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s o r t base, and i n a broader 

concept of the branch system of s c i e n t i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n i n 

h e a l t h s e r v i c e . I f the s e v e n t i e s can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as a 

peri o d of s e a r c h and f i n d i n g corresponding arguments, the 

f o l l o w i n g decade became a touchstone s u b s t a n t i a t i n g the theo ­

r e t i c a l hypotheses and e l a b o r a t i n g them i n t o r e a l i z a t i o n a p p l i ­

c a t i o n ending. To f i n d the optimal s o l u t i o n was not easy, i f 

only because the h e a l t h y core of the t r a d i t i o n of the Czecho ­

s l o v a k l i b r a r y s c i e n c e was f i n g h t i n g i t s way and s t i l l i n c r e a ­

s i n g demands c a l l e d f o r more o r i g i n a l approaches. I t proved 

th a t a mere p a s s i v e r e c e p t i o n of even the most p r o g r e s s i v e 

f o r e i g n models may l e a d to an impasse, and t h a t i t i s n e c e s s a ­

r y to give a t r u e p i c t u r e of not only Czechoslovak i n f o r m a t i o n 

but a l s o of the economical, s c i e n t i f i c and h e a l t h s p e c i f i c i t y 

i n a l l i t s a s p e c t s and i n r e l a t i o n to the tre n d s of i n t e r n a ­

t i o n a l c ooperation and the development both i n the c o u n t r i e s 

of the s o c i a l i s t system and i n advanced western c o u n t r i e s . 
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Broadening of the s e r v i c e spectrum i s u s u a l l y a response to 
the a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n needs and demands, and the feedback 
ensures a corresponding c o r r e c t i o n of i n n o v a t i o n changes. 
However, p e n e t r a t i o n of new s e r v i c e s i n the awareness of 
the u s e r s has i t s l o g i c a l l a t e n c y which may di s a g r e e w i t h 
r e s p e c t to time p r o f i l e w i t h the o b j e c t i v e demands of the 
development. I n other words, d i s p r o p o r t i o n between the q u a l i ­
t y of i n f o r m a t i o n base and the giwen s t a t e of the demands of 
the development may have i n both d i r e c t i o n s a negative impact 
on the o v e r a l l l e v e l of the h e a l t h p r a c t i c e and of biomedical 

r e s e a r c h . Despite r e s p e c t , f o r the s i g n i f i c a n c e of informa ­

t i o n p o l i c y i n h e a l t h s e r v i c e , manifest, among o t h e r s , i n 

i t s i n c l u s i o n i n the f i l e s of measures accepted by both Mi n i ­

s t r i e s of H e a l t h f u r t h e r to the previous congresses of the 

Communist P a r t y of C z e c h o s l o v a k i a and meetings of the C e n t r a l 

Committee of the Communist P a r t y of C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , m a t e r i a l 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l , f i n a n c i a l and personnel p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r an 

app r o p r i a t e development of medical i n f o r m a t i o n i n Czechoslo ­

v a k i a have not y e t been and cannot even be c r e a t e d i n t h e i r 

f u l l e x t e n t . 

Taken by i t s e l f the d i f f i c u l t e f f o r t to improwe the 

i n f o r m a t i o n base has been f o r more than the l a s t two y e a r s 

f u r t h e r i n f l u e n c e d by f a c t o r s r e s u l t i n g from the r e c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n tendency of the whole Czechoslovak s o c i e t y . The goals 

of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n h e a l t h s e r v i c e are formulated g r a d u a l l y 

i n agreement w i t h the p r i o r i t i e s i n the l a d d e r of the empha­

s i z e d s o c i a l h e a l t h f a c t s and phenomena. These are i n no case 

any breakthroughs - the e x i s t i n g f a c t s are r a t h e r r e e v a l u a t e d 

or i n c l u d e d i n a new r e a l i z a t i o n chronology. Health s t a t e of 

the Czechoslovak population i n some r e s p e c t s i s c o n t i n u a l l y 

d e t e r i o r a t i n g and i t s r e s u l t v a l u e s w i t n e s s a r e g r e s s i v e 

tendency i n comparison with other advanced c o u n t r i e s . The 

s i t u a t i o n puts us on the a l e r t and r e q u i r e s a s t i l l g r e a t e r 
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a t t e n t i o n of a l l the h e a l t h a r t i c l e s ,  information 
 l i n k e d up with other cooperating f i e l d s or 

branches of the n a t i o n a l economy whose a c t i v i t i e s d i r e c t l y 
or i n d i r e c t l y c r e a t e the f a c t o r s c o n t r a d i c t i n g the e f f o r t to 
improve the s t a t e of h e a l t h of the popula t i o n . 

On one hand, we can speak about l a c k of r e l e v a n t i n f o r ­

mation, t h a t i s to say, about a kind of info r m a t i o n i n s u f f i ­

c i e n c y , on the other hand i t i s ne c e s s a r y to see a l s o the 

p e r s i s t i n g i nformation " i n e r t i a " , t h a t i s a c e r t a i n u n w i l l i n g ­

ness of the u s e r s sphere to absorb a v a i l a b l e i nformation f o r 

t h e r own a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s " u n w i l l i n g n e s s " has undoubtedly i t s 

source i n an unhealthy overburden of the h e a l t h personnel, 

p r i m a r i l y the doctors, caused o f t e n by the overgrown red-tape 

d i c t a t i o n , but a l s o i n an inadequate motivation and p r e v a i l i n g 

n e g a t i v e , r a t h e r than p o s i t i v e , a t t i t u d e s towards p u b l i c a t i o n 

or pedagogical and l e c t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . Therefore, those l e a d i n g 

h e a l t h worker who, usi n g t h e i r a u t h o r i t y , appeal a g a i n s t i n ­

s u f f i c i e n t u t i l i z a t i o n of in f o r m a t i o n r a t h e r than t h e i r appa ­

r e n t d e f f i c i e n c y , have a true look a t r e a l i t y . Concerning t h i s , 

an i n t e r e s t i n g study would be th a t w i t h a view to comparing 

u t i l i z a t i o n of info r m a t i o n a t present and f u t u r e a v a i l a b i l i t y 

i n Czechoslovak c o n d i t i o n s . I n my opinion, however, the u s e r s 

need a f u r t h e r s t i m u l a t i o n and an o f f e r f o r m a l l y more a t t r a c t i ­

ve and more profound i n contents - the h o r i z o n of in f o r m a t i o n 

coverage should exceed the l i m i t s of the present s t a t e of 

development and info r m a t i o n should p l a y a s t i l l more avant-

garde r o l e . 

R e c e n t l y , the tendency f o r a more profound i n t e g r a t i o n 

of the economies of the c o u n t r i e s with d i f f e r e n t economic and 

p o l i t i c a l arrangement has become s t r o n g e r . Gorbacov  i d e a 

of the "European house" has found a p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n i n 

the mutual s t e p s of EEC and CMEA  s t a t e s and t h i s 

raprochement w i l l undoubtedly be followd by measures i n the 

sphere of s c i e n t i f i c p o l i c y and exchange of new s c i e n t i f i c 
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knowledge. I n the sphere of  and Infor m a t i o n , 

o p e r a t i n g f o r the needs of h e a l t h s e r v i c e and biomedical 

s c i e n c e the European i n t e g r a t i o n endeavour culminated by 

c a l l i n g the i s t European Conference of Medical L i b r a r i e s i n 1986 

- i t s c o n t i n u i t y i s documentd by a number of f u r t h e r a c t i v i ­

t i e s , i n c l u d i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t l i b r a r i a n s h i p - i n f o r m a t i o n 

forum which i s i n p r o g r e s s . H e a l t h l i b r a r y and i n f o r m a t i o n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s of European, and p a r t i a l l y non-European, regions 

are heading a t a c l o s e r c o o p e r a t i o n and appeal  

i n s t i t u t i o n s of the European s o c i a l i s t community f o r p a r t i c i ­

p a t i o n . Already the f i r s t European forum gave r i s e to a common 

platform - c o m p a r a b i l i t y both of the key problems and develop ­

ment t e n d e n c i e s . I n f o r m a t i o n f r o n t of the Czechoslovak h e a l t h 

s e r v i c e supports t h i s e f f o r t , and only f u t u r e w i l l prove i t s 

p o t e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to the European i n t e g r a t i o n . S i m u l t a ­

n eously, bonds are a c t i v a t e d to WHO i n i t s i n o m i s s i b l e r o l e 

i n the world communication of s c i e n t i f i c knowledge. F o r coope ­

r a t i o n to be not only p o s s i b l e but a l s o b i l a t e r a l l y purpose ­

f u l , i t i s nece s s a r y to reach the l e v e l of concrete working 

c o n t a c t s , and, as the case may be, the common s o l u t i o n of 

some problems i n in f o r m a t i o n sphere. To a c e r t a i n degree these 

tendencies can be observed w i t h the view to the e f f o r t s to 

enhance the f i e l d of s c i e n t i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n and l i b r a r y s c i e n ­

ce to one of the s c i e n t i f i c d i s c i p l i n e s w i t h i n the framework 

of the system of s c i e n t i f i c branches recognized i n Czechoslo ­

v a k i a . I n the f i e l d of medical i n f o r m a t i o n the f i r s t s tep i n 

t h i s d i r e c t i o n was taken by the Czechoslovak a c t i v i t y w i t h i n 

the system  The system  has been r e c e n t l y 

r e c e i v e d a l s o as a c l e a r - c u t i n s t i t u t i o n a l community w i t h a 

p o t e n t i o n a l p a r t n e r s h i p with other groups or producers of the 

world biomedical i n f o r m a t i o n . I t i s t h i s p a r t n e r s h i p which 

enables f u r t h e r u n c o i l i n g of new p o s s i b i l i t i e s a l s o C zechoslo ­

v a k i a , p r o g r e s s i v e i n n o v a t i o n s i n c l u d e d . 

The I n s t i t u t e f o r Medical Information  with the 
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I n s t i t u t e f o r S c i e n t i f i c Health Information i n B r a t i s l a v a are 
on the t h r e s h o l d of a new epoch i n t h e i r development. Both 
i n s t i t u t i o n s are  and o f t e n bound down by the e x i s t i n g 
r u l e s of economic and other mechanisms, predominantly of a 
l i m i t i n g c h a r a c t e r . However, they quarantee implementation of 
the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of both 
r e s o r t s of h e a l t h s e r v i c e and s o c i a l a f f a i r s / i . e . both Czech 
and Slovak r e s o r t s / , and t h a t i s why they have to a n t i c i p a t e 
the expected measures and thus take p a r t i n a c c e l e r a t i o n of 
the development under more demanding c o n d i t i o n s . At the same 
time, they have to conform t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s to the r e c e n t 
e x t e n s i o n of the province of the m i n i s t r i e s of h e a l t h to the 
sphere of s o c i a l a f f a i r s , and to continue i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the agreement w i t h the s t a t e i n f o r m a t i o n p o l i c y i n Czechoslo ­
v a k i a . I f the top, l e a d i n g r o l e of the above i n s t i t u t i o n s i s 
to be broadened, they have to pay more a t t e n t i o n to r e s e a r c h 
and v e r i f i c a t i o n of i t s r e s u l t s i n p r a c t i c e , and g r a d u a l l y 
decrease the degree of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of some the s e r v i c e s 
by t r a n s m i t t i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p a r t i a l p r o c e s s e s on branch 
system departments, correspondingly equipped, that i s on 
appropriate i n f o r m a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s and p r o f e s s i o n a l l i b r a ­
r i e s . 

At p r e s e n t , system E x c e r p t a Medica, o p e r a t i n g on l i c e n c e 

c o n t r a c t w i t h the producer s i n c e 1978, has gained a standing 

p o s i t i o n i n the o f f e r of s e r v i c e s of the I n s t i t u t e f o r Medical 

I n f o r m a t i o n . The l a s t decade of p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n has 

proved the q u a l i t y of the system and i t s unquestionable impact 

on i n f o r m a t i o n supply of the u s e r s sphere. The I n s t i t u t e f o r 

Medical Information a l s o mediates a c c e s s to o t h e r r e l e v a n t 

world biomedical data bases, i n c l u d i n g the bases of a r e l a t e d 

p r o f i l e , and, a t the same time, forms i t s own b a s i s - B i b l i o -

g r a p h i a Medica  At present, a t t e n t i o n i s paid to 

p r e p a r a t i o n of a u t o m a t i z a t i o n of s e l e c t e d l i b r a r y p r o c e s s e s 
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and to e x t e n s i o n of the access to other f o r e i g n data bases, 

i n c l u d i n g the S o v i e t ones. 

An organic l i n k a g e of information component with a l i b r a ­

r i a n one g i v e s to appropriate c o n d i t i o n s f o r s a t i s f y i n g the 

needs of the u s e r s sphere, even i n s p i t e of some p e r s i s t i n g 

i n t e r i o r b a r r i e r s , such as the given extent of the a c q u i s i ­

t i o n of p r o f e s s i o n a l p u b l i c a t i o n s , determined by the amount 

of a l l o t e d western currency. A s i g n i f i c a n t p lace i n the 

s t r u c t u r e of the l i b r a r y funds i s occupied by WHO p u b l i c a ­

t i o n s as a source of t o p i c a l i nformation on the world h e a l t h 

programmes and  

To conclude, I would l i k e to express my s i n c e r e g r a t i ­

tude to the o r g a n i z e r s of the conference f o r e n a b l i n g my 

personal p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and, a l s o , I would l i k e to s t r e s s 

t h a t I t a l y and Czechoslovakia are two c o u n t r i e s t h a t have f o r 

c e n t u r i e s been u n i t e d by f r i e n d s h i p and c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . 

I t i s a g r e a t honour f o r me to pay a v i s i t to the town which 

can p r i d e i t s e l f upon the r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a d i t i o n s and which 

with i t s 9 - c e n t u r i e s - old u n i v e r s i t y has gone down i n the 

c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y of mankind. I am convinced t h a t the confe ­

r ence w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e to f u r t h e r progress i n 

our f i e l d and w i l l resume and  f u r t h e r c o n s t r u c t i v e 

c o n t a c t s . 



C o n c u r r i n g s e s s i o n 1 

R e g i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n 

C h a i r 

L. F r e n k i e l 
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A S T A T I S T I C A L SURVEY 

Laura Cavazza 
Soprintendenza per i beni l i b r a r i e documentari 

della Regione  
Bologna - I t a l y 

I t i s r a t h e r d i f f i c u l t f o r who i s e n t e r i n g t h e f i e l d o f 
b i o m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s , t o g e t an o v e r a l l view o f t h e I t a l i a n 
s i t u a t i o n ; t h e r e a r e some works a t t e m p t i n g a c o u n t r y w i d e 
s y n t h e s i s , some c o n f e r e n c e p r o c e e d i n g s , some l o c a l a n a l y s i s 
( 1 ) , b u t f o r i n s t a n c e t h e r e i s n e i t h e r a n a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r y 
o f b i o m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s , o r a comprehensive s t u d y accoun ­
t i n g f o r aims, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , r e s o urces and b a s i c problems 
o f t h ese l i b r a r i e s . 

The s i t u a t i o n i n  i s h a r d l y any d i f f e r e n t : 
w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f some p a r t i a l d i r e c t o r i e s  and t h e 
rearrangement o f U n i t a ' S a n i t a r i e L o c a l i (USD l i b r a r i e s and 
a r c h i v e s , t h e b a s i s f o r a complete s e r i e s o f s p e c i f i c works 
i n t h e f i e l d was l a i d o n l y a f t e r t h e bylaw 42/1983 ( 3) made 
by Regione Emilia-Romagna. Consequently, Soprintendenza per 
i b e n i l i b r a r i e documentari launched the f i r s t r e c k o n i n g of 
book and documentary m a t e r i a l o f t h e r e g i o n . The i n t e n d e d 
aim i s t o l o c a t e and s t u d y t h e q u a l i t a t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
o f t h e h o s p i t a l l i b r a r i e s . The works a r e s t i l l i n p r o g r e s s 
and I have p l e a s u r e i n a n t i c i p a t i n g here some o f t h e f i r s t 
r e s u l t s . 

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH 

The r e s u l t s o f t h e f i r s t p a r t o f t h e i n v e n t o r y showed 
t h a t a l l o r n e a r l y a l l m e d i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s buy books  
o n l y a s m a l l p a r t can g r a n t t h e c o n t r o l and use o f t h e mate ­
r i a l a c q u i r e d w h i l e p r o v i d i n g users w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i ­
ces . 

I n o r d e r t o c o n t i n u e t h e r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e , i t was ne ­
c e s s a r y t o e s t a b l i s h some standards t o a s c e r t a i n t h e e x i ­
s t e n c e o f an a c t u a l l i b r a r y s e r v i c e i n h e a l t h and/or m e d i c a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n . 

A q u e s t i o n n a i r e was d e v i s e d i n o r d e r t o c a t e r f o r a l l s i ­
t u a t i o n s , b o t h above and under t h e agreed s t a n d a r d . The r e ­
q u i s i t e s o f an e f f e c t i v e s e r v i c e were s t u d i e d c o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e l o c a l s i t u a t i o n and were d e f i n e d by e x i s t i n g s e a t , s t a f f 
and s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e t o u s e r s . 

The f o l l o w i n g b o d i e s were asked t o f i l l i n t h e q u e s t i o n ­
n a i r e : 1) U n i t a ' S a n i t a r i e L o c a l i , 2) H e a l t h c a r e and s c i e n ­
t i f i c s t r u c t u r e s o f h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n , 3) L o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s o-
p e r a t i n g i n m e d i c a l and h o s p i t a l f i e l d s . A t o t a l o f 42 out 
o f 44 i n s t i t u t i o n s answered. 
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FIRST RESULTS 

Ei g h t e e n l i b r a r i e s were i d e n t i f i e d as such a c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e s t a t e d r e q u i s i t e s ; f i f t e e n belong t o USL, one t o t h e 
h e a l t h c a r e and h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n i n s t i t u t e and t h e r e m a i n i n g 
two t o l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . 

These l i b r a r i e s are c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e c i t i e s o n l y and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a few towns w i t h b i g h o s p i t a l s and an o l d 
c o n s o l i d a t e d h o s p i t a l t r a d i t i o n . The h i g h e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
i s i n Bologna and i n Reggio E m i l i a . I n Bologna, m e d i c a l i n ­
f o r m a t i o n r e s o u r c e s are p a r t i c u l a r l y r i c h i n q u a n t i t y and 
q u a l i t y , b u t a r e f r a c t i o n e d i n t o an e x c e s s i v e number of 
s m a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s , a l l t o be found i n a r e s t r i c t e d a rea. 

a) - C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e l i b r a r i e s 

The a v a i l a b l e f i n a n c i a l resources and t h e s t a f f employed 
were chosen as a y a r d s t i c k f o r t h e s t u d y o f t h e b a s i c s t r u c ­
t u r e o f t h e l i b r a r i e s . I n 1987, f o u r l i b r a r i e s a d m i n i s t e r e d 
budgets e x c e e d i n g '100 m i l l i o n . The o v e r a l l t u r n - o v e r a d m i n i ­
s t e r e d by t h e s e l i b r a r i e s was o f 1,108,300,000  The a-

 o f t h e f i n a n c i a l resources spent i s d e c i d e d l y c o n s i d e ­
r a b l e one (see t a b l e 1 ) . The l a r g e s t p a r t o f t h e funds i s 
spent f o r t h e purchase o f and s u b s c r i p t i o n t o p e r i o d i c a l s 
(755,946,000 I t a l i a n L i r a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y ) . 

Table 1: 1987 Budget 

Budget ( I t a l i a n L i r a s ) L i b r a r i e s 

More t h a n 100 m i l l i o n 4 
Between 50 and 100 m i l l i o n 4 
Between 25 and 50 m i l l i o n 7 
Less t h a n 25 m i l l i o n 2 
No answer 1 

T o t a l  

As f a r as s t a f f i s concerned, o n l y a s m a l l number of l i ­
b r a r i e s has an adequate number of people. Nine l i b r a r i e s are 
r u n by one p erson o n l y ( i n one case, p a r t - t i m e employed) and 
o n l y f o u r l i b r a r i e s i n t h e r e g i o n r e l y on f o u r people o r mo­
r e (see t a b l e 2 ) . Moreover, l i b r a r y s t a f f comes from t h e 
most v a r i o u s p r o f e s s i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s ( 4 ) , s i n c e USL do n o t 
g i v e any o f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n t o t h e l i b r a r i a n as such: 
69.3% was o r i g i n a l l y a p p o i n t e d f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s i t i o n s 
(3 d i r e c t o r s ; 17 a s s i s t a n t s ; 6 c l e r k s ) , w h i l e t h e r e m a i n i n g 
p r o p o r t i o n b e l o n g s e i t h e r t o t h e m e d i c a l s t a f f (7.6%) o r t o 
t h e t e c h n i c a l one ( 5 . 1 3 % ) . There are o n l y two l i b r a r i a n s 
p r o p e r l y a p p o i n t e d , b u t  o u t s i d e USL (see t a b l e 



73 

3 ) . T h e r e f o r e , we can say t h a t s t a f f i s q u a n t i t a t i v e l y i n a ­
d e q uate, has no p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g when a p p o i n t e d and has 
t o a c q u i r e s k i l l s on t h e spots ( 5 ) . 

Table 2: S t a f f 

People employed L i b r a r i e s 
F u l l t i m e P a r t t i m e 

1 1 
1 8 
1 > 1 2 
2 3 
4 2 
5 1 
6 1 

T o t a l 18 

Table 3: P o s i t i o n o f t h e s t a f f 

P o s i t i o n s Number o f people 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
* d i r e c t o r s 4 
* a s s i s t a n t s 17 
* c l e r k s 6 
M e d i c a l s t a f f 3 
T e c h n i c i a n s 2 
L i b r a r i a n s  2 
No answer 5 

T o t a l 39 

(  Posts o u t s i d e USL 

b) - Q u a n t i t y , c o n t r o l and t r e a t m e n t o f t h e dociunentatxon 

B o o k - c o l l e c t i o n s seem t o be r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l , whereas 
s c i e n t i f i c magazines are a c t u a l l y numerous. Only f o u r l i b r a ­
r i e s house c o l l e c t i o n s r a n g i n g from 5,000 t o 10,000 volumes. 
C o l l e c t i o n s o f p e r i o d i c a l s l i s t i n g between 400 and 1,000 
t i t l e s a r e t o be found i n s i x l i b r a r i e s , whereas o n l y two 
l i b r a r i e s house c o l l e c t i o n s o f l e s s t h a n 100 t i t l e s . I n ad ­
d i t i o n t o t h i s , t e n l i b r a r i e s o u t o f e i g h t e e n have funds of 
r a r e books, i n some cases a b s o l u t e l y r a r e and p r e c i o u s : ma­
n u s c r i p t s , i n c u n a b u l a , 1 6 t h - 1 7 t h - 1 8 t h - and 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y 
e d i t i o n s . The necessary c a t a l o g u e s (by a u t h o r / t i t l e , su ­
b j e c t , c l a s s i f i e d and o f p e r i o d i c a l s ) a r e t o be found s i m u l ­
t a n e o u s l y i n f o u r l i b r a r i e s o n l y , w h i l e t h e y a r e b e i n g com-
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p l e t e d i n a f i f t h l i b r a r y (see t a b l e 4 ) . I n these l i b r a r i e s , 
RICA ( t h e I t a l i a n c a t a l o g u i n g r u l e s ) a r e used i n t h e w r i t i n g 
o f t h e a u t h o r / t i t l e c a t a l o g u e ( 6 ) and, i n a t l e a s t two ca ­
ses,  i s f o l l o w e d . 

T a b l e  Catalogues 

K i n d o f c a t a l o g u e L i b r a r i e s 

A u t h o r / t i t l e 12 
 9 
 7 
P e r i o d i c a l s 16 

T a b l e 5: A u t h o r / t i t l e c a t a l o g u e s 

K i n d o f ca t a l o g u e L i b r a r i e s 

RICA 5 
ISBD(M) 2 
Other 7 

The d e s c r i p t o r s from t h e M e d i c a l S u b j e c t Headings and e-
s t a b l i s h e d  systems a r e used i n t h e semantic 
c a t a l o g u e s ( N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y o f Medici n e  L i ­
b r a r y o f Congress  and U n i v e r s a l Decimal C l a s ­
s i f i c a t i o n ) . The catal o g u e s o f p e r i o d i c a l s f o l l o w UNI r u l e s 

 On t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e s e l i b r a r i e s where c a t a l o g u i n g 
f o l l o w s t h e e s t a b l i s h e d r u l e s , t h e r e a r e l i b r a r i e s where 
p a r t i c u l a r c a t a l o g u i n g s o l u t i o n s , e i t h e r u n r e l a t e d o r p a r ­
t i a l l y r e l a t e d t o r u l e s , a r e adopted (see t a b l e s 5-8). 

Ta b l e 6: C l a s s i f i e d c a t a l o g u e s 

K i n d o f ca t a l o g u e L i b r a r i e s 

NLM/LC 3 
UDC 1 
 1 
Other 3 
No answer 1 

T a b l e 7: Su b j e c t catalogues 

K i n d o f c a t a l o g u e L i b r a r i e s 

MeSH 5 
Other 1 
No answer 1 



T a b l e 8: P e r i o d i c a l s c a t a l o g u e s 
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 o f c a t a l o g u e L i b r a r i e s 

UNI 6392-76 
Other 
No answer 

6 
7 
3 

c ) - S e r v i c e s o f f e r e d t o u s e r s 

Ten l i b r a r i e s c a r r y o u t b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l r e s e a r c h and f i v e 
can r e l y upon on l i n e r e s e a r c h o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l b i o m e d i c a l 
d a t a banks (see t a b l e 9 ) . I n f o r m a t i o n i s g i v e n by c i r c u l a ­
t i o n o f p e r i o d i c a l s ( indexes o f t h e i s s u e r e c e i v e d ) i n s i x 
l i b r a r i e s ; a n e w s l e t t e r o u t l i n i n g new a c q u i s i t i o n s and/or an 
ann u a l c a t a l o g u e o f t h e p e r i o d i c a l s a r e used  e i g h t l i b r a ­
r i e s . Three l i b r a r i e s o r g a n i z e courses and/or p r o v i d e 
books t o i n f o r m users about documentary resources and t h e i r 
a p p r o p r i a t e use. Four l i b r a r i e s p r o v i d e members o f t h e medi ­
c a l i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h a s e r v i c e o f b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l q u o t a t i o n 
check f o r t h e i r  works and f o u r a l s o p r o v i d e a 
t r a n s l a t i o n s e r v i c e . A l l l i b r a r i e s have x e r o x i n g f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r t h e book m a t e r i a l t h e y house. 

For t h e r e t r i e v a l o f t h e documentation n o t i n t h e i r pos ­
s e s s i o n , f o u r t e e n l i b r a r i e s a p p l y t o o t h e r  t o ob ­
t a i n t h e necessary  S i x l i b r a r i e s o u t o f  a r e 
a t t h e same t i m e a p p l i c a n t s and r e c i p i e n t s . A p p l i c a t i o n s a re 
g e n e r a l l y made t o b i o m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s b e l o n g i n g e i t h e r t o 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , o r h o s p i t a l s , o r r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s , o r l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s o r drug company o f n o r t h e r n I t a l y (seven l i b r a ­
r i e s a r e i n Emilia-Romagna) and Rome. A p p l i c a t i o n s a r e made 
abroad t o t h e B r i t i s h L i b r a r y and t o t h e World H e a l t h Orga ­
n i z a t i o n L i b r a r y . 

 we can say t h a t t h e r e i s a k i n d o f i n f o r m a l 
s u p p l y s e r v i c e , f r e q u e n t l y b a s i n g i t s e l f on a s e r i e s o f p e r ­
s o n a l  On t h e one hand t h e r e i s a tendency among 
more a c t i v e l i b r a r i e s t o e s t a b l i s h i m p o r t a n t c o n t a c t s w i t h 
b i o m e d i c a l s l i b r a r i e s o u t s i d e our r e g i o n and abroad; on t h e 
o t h e r hand, t h e r e i s a network o f c o n t a c t s e s t a b l i s h between 
s m a l l e r l i b r a r i e s w i t h i n t h e r e g i o n o r t h e v e r y same p r o v i n ­
c e. Shared c o l l e c t i v e c a t a l o g u e s a r e r a r e : o n l y seven l i b r a ­
r i e s p a t r o n i z e and share c o l l e c t i v e catalogues o f p e r i o d i ­
c a l s e i t h e r a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g o r i n p r o g r e s s . 

d ) - B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l r e s e a r c h on o n l i n e bases 

The b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l r e s e a r c h on i n t e r n a t i o n a l b i o m e d i c a l 
d a t a bases i s undoubtedly o r i e n t e d towards t h e MEDLARS sy-
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stem, p a r t i c u l a r l y MEDLINE base seems t o be t h e more f r e ­
q uented. Four o u t o f f i v e l i b r a r i e s o f f e r i n g o n l i n e s e r v i c e , 
r u n more t h a n 50% o f t h e i r b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l r e s e a r c h on MED­
LINE. Other MEDLARS bases such as CATLINE and RTECS a r e a l s o 
used, un d o u b t e d l y l e s s however. Only two l i b r a r i e s use  BA­
SE, BIOSIS, PASCAL, PSYCHOINFO, CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS. The p r e ­
f e r e n c e g e n e r a l l y accorded t o MEDLARS can be e x p l a i n e d by 
t h e a c t i v i t y o f I s t i t u t o S u p e r i o r e d i S a n i t a ' , Rome i n i t s 
p o s i t i o n o f MEDLARS r e f e r e n c e c e n t r e i n I t a l y . I s t i t u t o has 
been o f f e r i n g f o r y e a r s p r o f e s s i o n a l courses and p a r t i c u l a r ­
l y f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s o f data bases use t o b i o m e d i c a l l i ­
b r a r i e s . 

Table  S e r v i c e s  t o users 

K i n d o f s e r v i c e s L i b r a r i e s 

B i b l i o g r a p h i c r e s e a r c h on 
t r a d i t i o n a l sources ( p r i n t e d ) 11 
On l i n e r e s e a r c h 5 
Qu o t a t i o n s check 4 
Xerox-copies 18 
I n t e r l i b r a r y s u p p l y s e r v i c e 14 
C u r r e n t awareness b u l l e t i n 6 
New a c q u i s i t i o n s b u l l e t i n 8 
P r i n t i n g o f p e r i o d i c a l s c a t a l o g u e 3 
Courses and guidebooks 3 
T r a n s l a t i o n s 3 

CONCLUSIONS 

Our d a t a show t h a t b i o m e d i c a l h o s p i t a l l i b r a r i e s i n 
Emilia-Romagna a r e e x t r e m e l y c o n c e n t r a t e d i n a few c i t i e s 
and towns; t h e l a r g e s t number of e f f i c i e n t and adequate 
s t r u c t u r e s can be observed i n Bologna and Reggio E m i l i a . 
They n o r m a l l y r e l y on s u f f i c i e n t f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t b u t s t a f f 
i s i n a d e q u a t e . 
As f a r as q u a l i t a t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a r e concerned: 
 - documentation i s t r e a t e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e s t a b l i s h e d 

 r u l e s o n l y by a r e s t r i c t e d number o f l i b r a ­
r i e s ; 
b) - i n f o r m a t i o n and b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l r e s e a r c h s e r v i c e s are 
widespread, b u t  used between l i b r a r i e s : o n l y a 
s m a l l group o f l i b r a r i e s can o f f e r - w i t h some v a r i a t i o n s -
an adequate range o f i n f o r m a t i o n and r e s e a r c h s e r v i c e s t o 
cover e f f e c t i v e l y t h e v a r i o u s k i n d s o f u s e r s ' r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
c ) - " s h a r i n g " e x p e r i e n c e s a r e s t i l l l i m i t e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e bylaw 42/1983 o f Regione Emilia-Romagna, 
Soprintendenza p e r i b e n i l i b r a r i w i l l : 
 - extend t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e r e c k o n i n g a l s o t o th o s e b i o -
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m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s which o p e r a t e i n our r e g i o n i n t h e f i e l d 
o f b i o m e d i c a l r e s e a r c h ( U n i v e r s i t y , p u b l i c and p r i v a t e bo ­
d i e s ) ; 
b) - c r e a t e a d i r e c t o r y o f t h e b i o m e d i c a l l i b r a r i e s opera ­
t i n g i n o u r r e g i o n ; 
c ) - c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l f o r m a t i o n o f l i b r a r i a n s 
and t o t h e d i f f u s i o n o f t h e accepted c a t a l o g r a p h i c r u l e s ; 
d ) - f a v o u r t h e c o o p e r a t i o n between l i b r a r i e s w i t h i n a com­
p r e h e n s i v e system: each l i b r a r y must be an e n t e r i n g p o i n t 
f o r t h e comprehensive system, i n o r d e r t o g r a n t t h e exchange 
o f i n f o r m a t i o n among v a r i o u s p o i n t s o f t h e ne t w o r k ; 
e) - promote t h e r o l e o f t h e l i b r a r y i n f r o n t o f a d m i n i s t r a ­
t o r s . 

We f e e l however t h a t any progress i n t h i s f i e l d i s bound 
t o t h e i n t e n t i o n o f b i o m e d i c a l l i b r a r i a n s t o c o o p e r a t e , 
t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l r o l e b e i n g r e c o g n i z e d . And we a p p l y t o 
t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and l i b r a r i a n s i n o r d e r t o s t a r t o u r work 
towards a common  
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CONSERVATION OF MEDICAL MATERIAL WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON  
G i l l i a n M  L i b r a r i a n , King's College School of Medicine and  
D e n t i s t r y ,  Road, London, SE5 9PJ 

The concise Oxford En g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y defines the verb " t o conserve" as 
" t o keep from harm, decay or l o s s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h a view as to l a t e r use". 
The scheme which I describe i s concerned w i t h r e t e n t i o n as a means of 
conservation r a t h e r than p h y s i c a l r e s t o r a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l items and was 
set up by the London U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y Resources Co-ordinating Committee 
(LRCC) Subject Sub-Committee i n Medicine. A b r i e f h i s t o r y of the Subject 
Sub-Committee w i l l help to put the programme i n t o p e r s p e c t i v e . I n 1968 a 
Committee on L i b r a r y resources was appointed by the London U n i v e r s i t y 
Senate under the chairmanship of Professor   I t r e p o r t e d i n 
1971. Chapter 3 of t h i s r e p o r t was e n t i t l e d " P r o v i s i o n f o r Advanced Study 
and Research" and presented a case f o r a higher degree of r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 
i n the holdings of p e r i o d i c a l s and recommended the development of a Union 
L i s t of S e r i a l s which has now been i n existence f o r some years. 

The Committee thought t h a t , as f a r as monographs were concerned, i t was 
important to e s t a b l i s h measures " t o ensure, i n f u t u r e , the widest p o s s i b l e 
coverage w i t h the e s s e n t i a l minimum of d u p l i c a t i o n i n s p e c i a l i s e d f i e l d s , 
to lead to an agreed p o l i c y f o r the most e f f e c t i v e p l a c i n g of m a t e r i a l ; 
and to provide f o r continuous c o n s u l t a t i o n between the r e l e v a n t l i b r a r i e s , 
both w i t h i n and o u t s i d e the U n i v e r s i t y " . [ 1 ] 

To undertake t h i s work the Committee recommended the establishment of 
Subject Sub-Committees to ensure c o - o r d i n a t i o n of l i b r a r y p r o v i s i o n i n 
v a r i o u s subject f i e l d s . The committees were to be made up of represent ­
a t i v e s of the Boards of Studies, the l i b r a r i e s of the U n i v e r s i t y 
p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned and of other r e l e v a n t l i b r a r i e s i n the London area. 
The Committee was to r e p o r t to the L i b r a r y ' s Council ( t h e s e t t i n g up o f 
which was the c e n t r a l recommendation of the Report and the body we now 
know as the L i b r a r y Resources Co-ordinating Committee (LRCC)) on ways i n 
which to provide f o r the most e f f e c t i v e development and c o nservation of 
resources. To enable them to c a r r y out t h e i r work they should be e n t i t l e d 
to recommend a l l o c a t i o n s of earmarked funds to promote the r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 
of the c o l l e c t i o n of research m a t e r i a l s . The p r i n c i p l e concern should be 
f o r p r o v i s i o n f o r advanced study and research but undergraduate p r o v i s i o n 
should not be f o r g o t t e n . 

The Subject Sub-Committee i n Medicine was duly set up and i n 1979 
produced the f i r s t s u bject s p e c i a l i s a t i o n scheme. The aim was to d i v i d e 
the subject of medicine between u n i v e r s i t y and other medical l i b r a r i e s i n 
London to ensure o v e r a l l  coverage. Obviously, the post ­
graduate i n s t i t u t e s assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r  ,  
I n s t i t u t e of Neurology f o r neurology and the I n s t i t u t e of C h i l d Health f o r 
p a e d i a t r i c s . L i b r a r i e s i n i t i a l l y chose t h e i r own subjects and the f i n a l 
l i s t i n d i c a t e d the main l i b r a r y w i t h an a s t e r i s k but also l i s t e d those 
w i t h a more than average stock. I t was r e a l i s e d t h a t the l i b r a r i e s would 
not be able to buy a l l the m a t e r i a l i n t h e i r chosen f i r s t l i n e s u b j e c t , 
because even i n 1979 funds were not too f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e . I t was, 
however, the i n t e n t i o n t h a t l i b r a r i e s wishing to d i s c a r d m a t e r i a l should 
contact the r e l e v a n t s u b j e c t l i b r a r y to make sure t h a t the l a s t copy of a 
book or sole run of a j o u r n a l was not being discarded. F o r t u n a t e l y , 
the U n i v e r s i t y of London has a d e p o s i t o r y at Egham i n Surrey and some 
l i b r a r i e s use the p r i v a t e s t o r e there as a home f o r o l d e r and less used 
m a t e r i a l . The L i s t was r e v i s e d i n the 1984-85 session to take account of 
changes i n emphasis and v a r i o u s forms of r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n which a f f e c t e d 
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medical l i b r a r i e s . The new l i s t i n cluded 45 l i b r a r i e s , ranging from the 
medical school and postgraduate i n s t i t u t e s v i a other U n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r i e s , 
f o r example, Wye College and I m p e r i a l College, t o o u t s i d e bodies, f o r 
example, the Royal College of  and Gynaecologists, the Health 
Education Council and the I m p e r i a l Cancer Research Fund. The L i s t i s 
arranged i n sub j e c t order and, again, major c o l l e c t i o n s are i n d i c a t e d by 
an a s t e r i s k . Supporting l i b r a r i e s are in c l u d e d . 

The L i s t w i l l need r e v i s i n g again soon as va r i o u s mergers of i n s t i t u t i o n s 
are completed f o r example, the I n s t i t u t e s of Urology and Orthopaedics are 
merging w i t h U n i v e r s i t y College, the former King's College H o s p i t a l 
Medical School i s now King's College School of Medicine and D e n t i s t r y and 
forms the F a c u l t i e s o f C l i n i c a l Medicine and C l i n i c a l D e n t i s t r y w i t h i n 
King's College and St. Thomas' and Guy's H o s p i t a l Medical Schools have 
merged t o form the United Medical and Dental School. Some subjects were 
not a l l o c a t e d i n the 1985 l i s t but should now be represented, f o r example, 
i n f e c t i o u s diseases, general medicine and m i l i t a r y medicine. 

As I p r e v i o u s l y mentioned,  was not envisaged t h a t l i b r a r i e s would be 
able t o devote l a r g e amounts of money to support the Subject S p e c i a l i s a t i o n 
Scheme, however, the LRCC had and indeed s t i l l has a C e n t r a l Book Fund t o 
help " l i b r a r i e s t o develop t h e i r research p o t e n t i a l but not to provide 
m a t e r i a l t h a t i s r e q u i r e d , i n any case, f o r undergraduate or taught 
courses". [2] Present p o l i c y i s to l i m i t each grant t o  of the t o t a l 
cost. The g u i d e l i n e s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n to the fund are c u r r e n t l y being 
r e v i s e d . However, grants f o r p e r i o d i c a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s are discouraged and 
a minimum of £75.00  per volume was  i n 1983. The U n i v e r s i t y 
L i b r a r y and the LRCC's f u t u r e s are under d i s c u s s i o n a t the moment. 
A c e r t a i n amount of r e o r g a n i s a t i o n i s i n e v i t a b l e and the C e n t r a l Book Fund 
p o l i c y i s awaited w i t h i n t e r e s t . 

For s e v e r a l years the Subject Sub-Committee has a p p l i e d f o r and been 
granted a block a l l o c a t i o n from the C e n t r a l Book Fund. U n i v e r s i t y medical 
l i b r a r i a n s are asked t o submit requests f o r a p p r o p r i a t e named books w i t h 
the p r o v i s o t h a t they are prepared t o "al l o w access to t h i s m a t e r i a l , 
under a p p r o p r i a t e safeguards, to p r o p e r l y a c c r e d i t e d members of the 
U n i v e r s i t y " . [3] A small Working Party of the Subject Sub-Committee 
members considers the  and submits a f i n a l l i s t t o the SSCM 
fo r approval. I emphasise t h a t the reque s t i n g l i b r a r i e s undertake to meet 
50% of the cost of each t i t l e but the £75.00  minimum does not apply. 
A separate Working Party of the Subject Sub-Committee has, d u r i n g the 

past 18 months, looked at vari o u s aspects of r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n w i t h i n 
medicine and i s c o n s i d e r i n g i n more d e t a i l the r o l e s of conservation and 
r e l e g a t i o n , which are i n t e r t w i n e d . We began t o consider g u i d e l i n e s as we 
thought a p o l i c y sounded too mandatory. The wishes of i n d i v i d u a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s cannot be o v e r r i d e n by the Subject Sub-Committee i n Medicine. 
The r e l e v a n t minutes are as f o l l o w s and represent the present s t a t e of our 

 
a) Books - t i t l e s t o be discarded 

i . Should be o f f e r e d to the r e l e v a n t s p e c i a l i s t l i b r a r y , e i t h e r as 
unique copies t o t h a t c o l l e c t i o n or as s u b s t i t u t e s f o r damaged 

 
i i . Should be o f f e r e d to the alma mater of the  

i i i . Items could be valued then o f f e r e d f o r bids w i t h i n the 
U n i v e r s i t y or sol d commercially. 

b) Journals 
i . Back runs of cancelled t i t l e s should be o f f e r e d to the 

s p e c i a l i s t l i b r a r y or the B r i t i s h Medical A s s o c i a t i o n , Royal 
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Society of Medicine, Royal College of Surgeons or the B r i t i s h 
Dental  

 Back runs should then be o f f e r e d to c u r r e n t holders of the  
 The p o s s i b i l i t y of the LRCC L i b r a r i e s B u l l e t i n p u b l i s h i n g l i s t s 

of j o u r n a l s to be discarded, i n c l u d i n g d u p l i c a t e s and new 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s , w i t h a view t o r e c e i v i n g back runs, should be 

 
i v . f i n a l l y proceed as (a) i i i . 

c) General P o i n t s : 
 Any funds r a i s e d from the sale of discarded items should be used 

f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n of e x i s t i n g c o l l e c t i o n s i n preference t o being 
absorbed i n t o the general book  

i i . I t was queried whether the LRCC would permit C e n t r a l Book Fund 
monies to be used t o support unique t i t l e s a t  

i i i . The p o s s i b i l i t y o f the LIBERTAS Automation System, now being 
i n s t a l l e d i n the U n i v e r s i t y of London l i b r a r i e s , producing a. 
c e n t r a l i s e d d u p l i c a t e s l i s t should be  

i v . I t was pointed out t h a t the t r a n s f e r of t i t l e s from a l a r g e 
general to a smaller s p e c i a l i s t l i b r a r y could lessen the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y . This would have to be accepted. 

CONSERVATION 
a) Books and j o u r n a l s i n the subject s p e c i a l i s a t i o n category should be 

bound. I t was appreciated t h a t problems could a r i s e w i t h l i t t l e 
used unique t i t l e s which l i b r a r i e s were not prepared to b i n d . 

b) I t was suggested t h a t the Subject Sub-Committee should n o t i f y 
p u b l i s h e r s of the disadvantages of p e r f e c t bindings and p o i n t out 
t h a t many l i b r a r i a n s would be w i l l i n g t o pay e x t r a f o r a more 
permanent unbound copy. 

c) The r o l e of the Depository i n conservation was discussed. 
d) The n e c e s s i t y to r e s t o r e o l d e r m a t e r i a l was emphasised. I t should 

not be l e f t t o d e t e r i o r a t e i n environmentally u n s u i t a b l e c o n d i t i o n s 
and the f o l l o w i n g options were mentioned: 
i . Sponsorship of r e p a i r s eg. adopt a  

i i . Apply to the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y f o r a grant f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n , 
i i i . S e l l d u p l i c a t e s and copies which would cost more to r e s t o r e than 

they were worth to s e l l . 
OR 

i v . r e s t o r e volumes to increase t h e i r value p r i o r t o s e l l i n g . [ 4] 
We wrote to ask l i b r a r i a n s t o l e t us know whether they have a 

c o n s e r v a t i o n and/or r e l e g a t i o n p o l i c y w r i t t e n or understood. Replies 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t such p o l i c i e s are r a r e . I t seems, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the 
Subject Sub-Committee could f i l l a need by considering the g u i d e l i n e s 
f u r t h e r . 

e) The a r c h i v a l aspects of m a t e r i a l were mentioned but f e l t t o be out ­
side present terms of reference. 

E a r l i e r I made a b r i e f mention of the U n i v e r s i t y ' s Depository L i b r a r y . 
I t i s s i t u a t e d 30 miles from the centre of London and provides two types 
of storage - co-operative and p r i v a t e . M a t e r i a l can u s u a l l y be r e t r i e v e d 
w i t h i n 48 hours. The f u t u r e of the Depository i s under d i s c u s s i o n at the 
moment and the Working Party has submitted i t s thoughts to the r e l e v a n t 
Committee. We suggested t h a t the Depository should assume a more a c t i v e 
r o l e as an important p a r t of the London U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y System. We 
thought t h a t a change of t i t l e , f o r example London U n i v e r s i t y Co-operative 
L i b r a r y , would create a more p o s i t i v e impression. The L i b r a r y should be 
included i n the U n i v e r s i t y ' s Automated system. The L i b r a r i a n should 
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ensure t h a t i f he r e t a i n s only one copy of a j o u r n a l or monograph there i s 
another a v a i l a b l e elsewhere i n B r i t a i n - f o r preference a t the B r i t i s h 
L i b r a r y . To f a c i l i t a t e the use of the Depository c o l l e c t i o n we suggested 
t h a t FAX be i n s t a l l e d and a photocopying s e r v i c e i n t r o d u c e d . The present 
d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e could be improved and v i s i t o r s more a c t i v e l y encouraged. 
We were v e r y aware of the f i n a n c i a l consequences of our recommendations and 
suggested t h a t t o p - s l i c i n g of l i b r a r y budgets and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of 
sponsorship should be i n v e s t i g a t e d . [ 5 ] 

The co n s e r v a t i o n scheme I have described i s somewhat i d i o s y n c r a t i c and 
incomplete because o f the unique fe a t u r e s represented by a Federal 
U n i v e r s i t y . There are elements, however, which could be ap p l i e d elsewhere. 
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